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Dear Readers,

“Out of the chilly landscape goes the fat and drowsy bear.
He smooths his fur pajamas as he crawls into his lair.
Setting the clock for April, he sleeps for days and days;
No income tax, no ration books, no war communiqués!”
 Inez George Gridley

Like the bear of Gridley’s poem, we are tempted to crawl 
into our lairs and wait out the chilly winter. And yet, this 
is also the season of light, festivities, feasting, family and 
giving. So, hibernation will have to wait.

In these uncertain times, it is more important than 
ever to keep friends and family close, and to remem-
ber those less fortunate. In this issue of Our Country 
Home, we bring ideas for ways to give to various worthy 
organizations in your town. We present lots of ideas for 
having a happy and homespun holiday while safeguard-
ing our planet. We bring you recipes for holiday baking 
and ideas for homemade holiday gifts. We refl ect on the 
origins of our winter celebrations and how they connect 
us to ages past and to the mysteries of nature. We invite 
you to make a pinecone wreath for your door or a holiday 
centerpiece, and to get other decorating ideas from Eddie 
Dudek of the Bradstan Country Hotel and Cynthia Lee 
Quinn of Interior Transformations.

For housing those out of town guests, we invite you to 
get to know the hosts at ECCE Bed & Breakfast. If you are 
looking to sell your home, we offer tips from a local real 
estate broker on how to make the sale go quickly and 
well. And just for fun, we take a look back at the life and 
music of Harry M. Woods, who wrote well and lived hard 
in Callicoon.

Enjoy.
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Visit our Boutique for Design Services, 
Furniture, Lighting and Accessories

364 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 845-794-1440
Open Weekends 11 am - 4 pm        www.broadwayhome.com

Within simplicity
                 resides con  dence.

A. Alport & Son, Inc.
5337 Route 42
South Fallsburg, NY 12779
www.alport.com
845.434.7500

Visit our KOHLER® Registered Showroom 

and design center to find your higher 

sense of well being.

&DOMESTICITIES
THE CUTTING GARDEN

Affordable Antiques, Gifts & Accessories
For the Home & Garden

Fair Trade and Locally Made
4055 Route 52

Youngsville, NY
845-482-3333

www.thecuttinggarden.org
Call for Hours

Dorflinger Glass Museum & Gift Shop
Saturday 10am to 4pm;  Sunday, 1 to 4pm

1867 Glassworker’s House
The House Dressed in Holiday Display. Docents on site for tours.

Saturday & Sunday, noon to 3pm

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, Nov. 29
Sunday, Nov. 30

Holiday

20% OFF IN GIFT SHOP

FREE ADMISSION

DORFLINGER-SUYDAM WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
LONG RIDGE ROAD, WHITE MILLS, PA 570-253-1185 • www.dorflinger.org

Also Open 
In White Mills

Newly Restored

LOCK TENDER’S 
HOUSE &

1911 FIRE HOUSE
Sat. & Sun.

noon to 3pm

Don’t M

518 Church Street • Hawley, PA 18428

www.missellyantiques.com

A Friendly Mutli-Dealer Shop
Great Selection of Antiques

Smalls to Furniture
10am-5pm Daily • Closed Monday

570-226-7513

Eagle Valley Realty
6569 State Route 97 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764 • 845-252-3085

Licensed in New York & Pennsylvania
Visit us on the web: www.eaglevalleyrealty.com

Charming Village Farmhouse! 
Perfectly Set On 1.9+/- Acres, This Home Features A Bright & Sunny LR, 

DR, EIK, Three Bedrooms, Two Baths, Den, Wide-Plank Floors Throughout 
& A Detached Garage. Paved Driveway, Stone Walls, Mature Trees, Open 
Front Lawn & Lake View. Just A Short Walk To Delaware River Hamlet! 

$199,000  #6292

Like New Country Ranch! 
Featuring A Living Room, Formal Dining Room, Family Room W/ 

Fireplace, Eat-In-Kitchen, Utility Room, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths Including 
A Master Suite. There Is Also A 3 Bay, 6 Car, Heated Detached Garage And 

A Storage Building. Located On 3 Private Country Acres With 
Beautiful Views, This Is A Must See Asking $382,000 #6291
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Y
By TED WADDELL

 “You’ve got to have a poinsettia in there some-
place,” said Eddie Dudek.

Dudek is partnered with Scott Samuelson as co-
proprietors of the Bradstan County Hotel in White 
Lake, NY, which has enjoyed many years as a caba-
ret hotspot in the Catskills. His professional inter-
est in decorating began in 1975, when the New 
York City dancer was asked if he was interested in 
decorating Christmas trees in the Big Apple after 
the summer stock season went dark for the winter. 
After a one-day training session, he joined a crew 
of fellow decorators and hit the bricks, faced with 
the daunting task of dolling up some 15 trees every 
day at big-name stores like Macy’s, Sterns and Two 
Guys, plus a few garden centers. “You had to be 
fast,” he recalled.

After six years, Dudek went out on his own as a 
freelancer, and worked as the seasonal decorator 
for Tolin’s in Bensonhurst for the next 20 years. He 
would begin the day after Labor Day, setting up 40 
large trees and assorted holiday scene villages and 
displays. He began branching out (so to speak) to 
private residents, restaurants and offi ces. “My cli-
ents were wealthy people who wanted their trees to 
look spectacular,” he said.

As times changed in the city, more and more 
of the big box stores used in-house decorators to 
adorn the holiday displays, and the annual toy fair 
moved overseas to China. At present, Dudek beau-
tifi es only about ten Big Apple or New York City-
area trees for clients, assisted by Samuelson, who 
said, “I do the grunt work.” The cost for each tree 
begins at around $1,000.

Dudek brings a sense of playfulness to his impec-
cable standards of color and fullness. One year at 
the Bradstan Country Hotel, Dudek set up a small 
1950s-themed tree with pink lights and old 45-
records, and used a vintage poodle skirt to decorate 
the base.

Although The Nancy LaMott Room will no 
longer be hosting cabaret, Dudek and Samuelson, 
who have always decorated the hotel lovingly and 
lavishly, still plan to pull out their 11-foot artifi cial 
tree and grace it with some of the 2,000 ornaments 
that the pair has picked up during travels to China, 
Mexico, Canada, Israel, Italy, France and Africa, as 
well as Arizona and New York. Ornaments from 
France feature the Eiffel Tower and the Arc de 
Triomphe de l’Etoile; Italian ornaments showcase 
a long-nosed Pinocchio and a carved olivewood 
Nativity; and from Puerto Rico, a ball fi lled with a 
tiny palm tree.

Dudek likes to use traditional colors of green, red 
and white, with perhaps a bit of purple and gold. 
He is a master at offsetting greens and reds with 
white accents, which can make the display “pop.” 
He recommends using artifi cial trees that “you can 
put up, enjoy and not worry about it,” but he real-
izes some folks still want a real tree for its earthy 
freshness and scent of pine.

Wreaths, said Dudek, can be placed inside and 
outside the house and decorated with draped 
ribbon and beads, along with the added touch of a 
few colorful balls or special ornaments. Homes can 
also be glorifi ed with centerpieces, fi ne linens and 
smaller real or artifi cial trees.

 “As a child,” said Dudek, “it was a big thing to 
decorate the tree, and most people have those same 
memories. Today, a lot of people have a different 
agenda; they care about how beautiful the tree 
looks, how good the house looks. They want it pic-
ture-postcard perfect.” 

Dudek said that no matter what your personal 
tastes or traditions, the most important thing in 
decorating for the holidays is to create a feeling of 
warmth and belonging.

But don’t forget the poinsettia.

Decorating for the holidays with Eddie Dudek

Elegant OpulenceElegant OpulenceElegant Opulence

Continued on page 6

Photo by Ted WadellEddie Dudek displays a newly finished holiday arrangement.
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• Use artifi cial trees instead of live trees, which can stay 
up longer, don‛t require water and aren‛t an inherent fi re 
hazard. 

• Shake out artifi cial trees and shape them after off-season 
storage to make them look like a real tree.

• Put on the top decoration before adding other decora-
tions.

• Add lights from the bottom of the tree toward the top, 
interweaving them between the branches, going in and out, 
back and forth. A good rule of thumb is to use at least 100 
lights per every foot of tree: a seven-foot tree would be 
strung with a minimum of 700 lights.

• Multi-colored lights should have green wire; white (clear) 
lights should have white wire.

• With ribbon or garland, create peaks and swags. 
• At each peak, add bows or ornaments.
• Finally, fi ll in the empty spaces with your favorite heirloom 

ornaments, homemade treasures or novelties collected 
from traveling and from friends.

Eddie’s Tips on Decorating Christmas Trees

Continued from page 5

Photo by Ted Wadell

Now operating 4 Quarries for all you Aggregate needs.
Bedrock Quarry 570-224-6835

Lackawaxen Quarry 570-685-7625
Cresco Quarry 570-595-0991

Middle Creek Quarry 570-226-7625
Leeward Asphalt 570-226-7623

Main Of  ce:
9 Collan Park

Honesdale, PA 18431
570-253-4090

Fax: 570-253-4346
Website: www.leewardclonstruction.com

GS  
Plumbing  
& Heating

Well Pumps • Water 
Heaters • Boilers • Water 

Systems • Heating Systems 

FULLY INSURED

845/252-7286 OR 845/656-4380

*For agricultural use. Offer subject to CNH Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for 
details and eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through 
November 30, 2008, at participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, 
freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in price. © 2008 CNH America LLC. All 
rights reserved. New Holland and CNH Capital are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC.

0% FINANCING FOR 
UP TO 60 MONTHS
OR CHOOSE CASH BACK!*

It's Value Bonanza, and 
that means it's time for 0%
 nancing or choose cash 

back on these select New 
Holland tractors:
• BoomerTM tractors (18-60 hp)
• TC30 & T1500 Series compact tractors (30 and 35 hp)
• TN-A utility tractors (45-77 PTO hp)
• TT-A tractors (35-62 PTO hp)
• T4000 Series tractors (50-80 PTO hp)
• TK-A crawler tractors (62-80 PTO hp)
• TDD tractors (62-80 PTO hp) 
• TL-A tractors (69-85 PTO hp)
• T5000 Series tractors (70-96 PTO hp)

Don't miss these outstanding fall 
deals! Program ends November 

30, 2008, so stop by today or visit 
www.newholland.com/na 

for complete details.

FOSTERDALE EQUIPMENT CORP.
3137 Rt. 17B • Fosterdale, NY

845-932-8611
Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-1
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A

 do it yourself  

CASS COLLINS is known locally as The River 
Muse. A city girl, she has always had one foot in 
the country. She and her husband Jim Stratton, 
both writers, spend their free time do-it-your-
selfi ng their city loft, Narrowsburg home and 
Monticello bungalow. 

A wreath is a welcome in 
itself. Adorning your front 
door, the wreath signals to 
visitors that you are ready 
and willing to welcome them. 
When the wreath is one you 
have made yourself, the wel-
come is doubled. 

The wreath is an ancient 
custom—laurel wreaths 
were given to Greek athletes 
and Caesars alike. Christian 
traditions carry on with ever-
green wreaths symbolizing 
eternal life at Advent. Pagans 
celebrate the winter solstice 
with a wreath. Its circle sig-
nifi es the sun, whose light 
will begin to wax again after 
December 21st.

I make a simple pinecone 
wreath adhering to the frugal 
housewife’s axiom—use 
what you have. In autumn, 
we have pinecones. Lots of 
them. They line the driveway 

and litter the yard. A nearby 
pine glen is paved with them.

A well-constructed pine-
cone wreath will last many 
years, unlike ones made with 
greenery. It can be decorated 
with berries, spray-painted 
white or gold or silver, bowed 
or left bare, as you prefer.

Many do-it-yourself craft 
books and articles suggest 
using a hot-glue gun for this 
project, but I believe the less 
technology, the better when 
it comes to crafting. My fi rst 
pinecone wreath was made 
using a wire wreath form. 
I simply stuck pinecones in 
until they were seated fi rmly 
in the form. The wreath 
lasted many years until it 
was discarded in debris from 
the fl ood of ’06.

There are several ways 
to proceed with a pinecone 
wreath. Here is one of them.

Fashioning a pinecone wreath

1. Begin on a crisp autumn day and take a walk to a place near you 
where pine trees grow. Be sure to bring a few roomy bags with you to 
collect your cones.

2. Assemble your materials. You will need a wire wreath base (available 
at craft stores), some white glue, pinecones (60 or more for a small- to 
medium-sized wreath), some green fl oral wire and wire snips.

3. Cover a baking sheet with aluminum foil and spread pines evenly. Heat 
oven to 350 degrees and cook the cones for 30 minutes. This will open 
closed cones and rid them of any pests. It also fi lls your kitchen with the 
scent of pine.

4. After they have cooled, sort your pinecones by size.

5. Cut several lengths of wire, using snips. You will wrap the cones with 
this wire individually. Until you have started the process you will not know 
how long a wire suits you, so don’t cut it all at once.

6. Wrap one length of wire around the top of the wreath form. This will let 
you hang the wreath to check your work, and it is easier to do it now than 
when your wreath is fi nished.

7. Begin by wrapping a large pinecone with wire about a quarter of the 
way from the base of the stem. Twist the wire, leaving a length to wrap 
around the wreath form. If you prefer, you may want to omit the wire with 
larger pinecones. Just stick them in until they are seated fi rmly.

8. Work from the outside of the wreath to the inside or complete the out-
side rim, then the inside, leaving the middle for last.

9. When you have fi nished, fi ll in open spaces with bits of pinecones that 
you have dipped in white glue.

Materials needed
• wreath form - wire, straw or   
   foam
• pine cones
• white glue 
• fl oral wire
• wire snips

Planning tips

Consider the size of your 
wreath in relation to your entry-
way. A wreath’s maximum width 
should be slightly less than one-
half the width of your door.

The smaller the pinecones, the 
more you will need.

A mix of sizes works best. Try 
collecting from various loca-
tions.

Decorative ideas 

Wrap the entire wreath loosely 
with fancy ribbon, letting a long 
length dangle from a bow.

Insert stems of berries around 
the wreath.

Use the wreath as a centerpiece 
for a three-inch or larger candle.

By CASS COLLINS

Circle of Circle of 
welcomewelcome

Gather materials

Dry pinecones

Sort pinecones

Wire pinecones

Assemble pinecones

Completed wreath
Photos by Cass Collins
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Wake up with us and...

ECCE Bed and Breakfast

Savor the view

19 Silver Fish Road • Barryville, NY • 845/557-8562
www.eccebedandbreakfast.com

OPEN YEAR ROUND
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Y

design       décor  &

By EMILY GRILLO

You can create extraordinary effects with paint 
and a paintbrush if you have the know-how. Cer-
tain tricks and brush strokes can turn ordinary, fl at 
paint into a multi-dimensional wonderland of tex-
ture and free-form patterns or one-of-a-kind works 
of art.

Cynthia Lee Quinn of “Interior Transformations” 
is a master of such transformations. She paints inte-
riors of homes with dramatic colors and bold touches 
that create artistry on walls and ceilings. Her work, 
especially on children’s room murals, encompasses 
imagination and wonder. The detail and precision 
of Quinn’s work create visual illusions that are as 
convincing as they are pleasing. 

Quinn would say that her current line of work is 
due to an epiphany. She realized that, even though 
she had “no art classes in high school or college and 
not enough drawings in my lifetime to fi ll a sketch-
book,” she wanted to do set design. “The fi rst thing 
I did was volunteer as a painter for a couple of the-
ater productions to acquaint myself with the profes-
sion. It was hard work, but I loved every second of 
it. For me, formal training combined with learning 
by doing was essential to master technique, gain 
product knowledge and build confi dence. Theater 
work led to mural work, decorative specialty paint-
ing and then to room makeovers. I could not have 
predicted this path, or even where I’ll be in another 
fi ve years . . . I just keep leaving myself open to pos-
sibilities.”

Her hard work began to pay off. Quinn started 

getting local clients by word of mouth. Spending 
time with her clients in their home allows her to 
get a “feel” for the project and for what her clients 
envision.

Quinn advertises her work as a transformation 
of space. “A huge part of theses spaces is how you 
feel when you’re in it,” she said. “A combination of 
color, fl oor plan and arrangement of furnishings 
are all factored in to capture an atmosphere. Often 
it feels like a completely different room; it is reward-
ing when you get that exclamation from the client. 
It doesn’t always take a complete room makeover; 
sometimes you succeed with a simple wall-color 
change or moving furniture. 

“For interiors,” Quinn said, “I’m drawn to warm 
colors and modern, earthy simplicity; for murals 
and lighthearted spaces, the colors are usually 
brighter. It’s typically about fi nding a combination 
that brings out the potential of the space based on 
the tastes of the client.”

Quinn also uses technique for inspiration. 
“Besides the feeling of the roller or brush, my favor-
ite is Venetian plaster. Troweled on with a blade, it 
can look either rustic or elegant and conceals wall 
fl aws. I’ve recently discovered an amazing concrete 
technique for fl oors, countertops and fi replaces that 
is fl exible, durable and will adhere to anything. You 
can line a shower stall with it and actually use the 
shower.”

 Transforming a room on television was an 
engaging challenge, said Quinn. She was initially 
contacted through a referral to be on HGTV’s Kid-
space, a program that shows how to transform a 

child’s room. “I think it helped that they thought 
my voice sounded like Snow White,” she said. 

Closer to home, she created the whimsical mural 
that adorns the narrow stairwell of the Jefferson-
ville, NY branch of the Western Sullivan Public 
Library. The mural, which can be seen on her web-
site, features characters from Maurice Sendak’s 
“Where the Wild Things Are.”

The extensive portrait work that Quinn has done 
is also on her website. Many of the portraits are 
of pets, especially dogs. “There’s something about 
a happy-dog face that links a person to their own 
happy-dog experience.” She can also handle histor-
ical portraits, such as George Washington.

Transforming your home, offi ce or business into a 
personal oasis of color and creativity is what Cynthia 
Lee Quinn does best.  To best view her talent, visit 
her website at www. cynthialeequinn.com, which 
has examples of her wide-ranging styles, including 
room makeovers, color consultations, wall designs, 
murals or hangings of any size, specialty fi nishes 
and trompe l’oeil (an art technique using optical 
illusion to create an appearance of three-dimen-
sions). You may also call Quinn at 914/799-1224.

Interior artist Cynthia Lee Quinn
Whimsy and transformationWhimsy and transformation

Library mural

Contributed Photos

Library mural

Childrens mural

Bookcase trope l’oeilDog portrait

Painted wall treatmentWall art Cynthia Lee Quinn

EMILY GRILLO graduated from the University 
of Scranton and has been employed by The River 
Reporter for six years as a senior sales executive 
and NYSCAN director.  She has written articles 
for special sections and for the paper, including 
Wanda Wayfarer, since 2004.
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holbert bros. 
bluestone company

237 Masthope Plank Road
Lackawaxen, Pennsylvania

wallstone ~ irregular flagging ~ bridges
landscape boulders ~ natural steps
~ 7" cut bluestone steps – any size ~

Wayne Holbert, PA Bluestone Farmer

570-685-4405 • Fax 570-685-3141

Family owned and operated:

Perfect for your country home...
Cut & Live (potted) Christmas Trees • Fresh Wreaths • Holiday Decor

LED Lights • Bird Feeding Supplies (featuring Audubon Bird Seed)
May unique items for garden gifts!
Shop locally this holiday season.

Only 1 mile south of Hancock on Route 191, just across the PA bridge • 570-635-5000

, Inc.

Open Wednesday-Saturday 10am-6pm!

MIKE PREIS INC. Insurance Agency
Call us for advice you can trust.

Callicoon 845-887-4210 • Jeffersonville 845-482-5510 • Roscoe 607-498-4301
Insure@mikepreis.com

Auto - Home - Business - Life - Long Term Care

Group Life & Health - Individual Accident & Cancer Policies

Narrowsburg 
Electric
Serving Sullivan CountyServing Sullivan County
and PA areaand PA area
25 Years Experience25 Years Experience
All Forms ofAll Forms of
Electrical WorkElectrical Work
Clean, Courteous & HonestClean, Courteous & Honest

Richard Maloney  845-252-6640

O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson
for the biker in your life

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY
845 - 888 - 2426

Full leather boutique,
complete line of parts 

and accessories.

Customizing... our 
specialty for the serious 
motorcycle enthusiast.

O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson
for the biker in your life

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY
845 - 888 - 2426

Full leather boutique,
complete line of parts 

and accessories.

Customizing... our 
specialty for the serious 
motorcycle enthusiast.
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Welcome
Welcome

to the Neighborh
ood

   to the
 Neighborh

ood

is glad you’re here!is glad you’re here!
As you settle into your new home and life you can count on
The River Reporter to keep you informed of community news 
and happenings, arts and entertainment, environmental news,
local business, and local sports. You’ll even  nd special features 
including health, party planning, pet adoption, dining, and more! So 
as you explore your new surroundings let The River Reporter 
be your guide. 

What you can expect from The River Reporter:
• 52 Weeks of award-winning coverage of your community
• More than 25 special sections each year including Upper
 Delaware Magazine, Amphibian, Our Country Home and more!
• Fun contests and give-aways
• Access to our award-winning web site www.riverreporter.com

Send to:

PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764 or call 845/252-7414

Please send my FREE 6-week subscription* to:

Name _____________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________________

E-mail_____________________________________________________

* Offer applies to new subscriptions only.

RA Mickelson & Son LLC

Custom Homes
Additions, Renovations

All Phases of Construction

Patrick Mickelson
(845) 434-5176 Home
(845) 807-8363 Cell

Established
1972

www.kubota.com

*15% down,  0% A.P.R. financing for terms up to 42 months on purchases of new Kubota T, GR, G, ZG, and RTV Series from available inventory at 
participating dealers through December 31, 2008. Example: A 42-month monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R requires 42 payments of 
$23.81 per $1,000 borrowed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Only Kubota and Kubota 
performance-matched Land Pride equipment are eligible.  Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. Dealer charge for document 
preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Not available for Rental, National Accounts or Governmental customers. Financing is available through 
Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires December 31, 2008.  See us for details on these and other 
low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information.

%
A.P.R.0   financing for 42 months*

RTV900RTV1100

Eligible Models Down Payment Maximum Term A.P.R. Monthly Payments per $1,000 Borrowed

New Kubota RTV500, RTV900 
and RTV1100 Models

$0 36 Months 0.00% $27.78

15% Down 42 Months 0.00% $23.81

$0 48 Months 5.50% $23.26

$0 60 Months 6.00% $19.33

©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2008

Go for Orange this season.

Jeffersonville Garage, Inc.
4992 State Rt. 52

Jeffersonville, NY 12748
(845) 482-5321

Looking to advertise 
outside the local area?

Unsure of where to start?

The River Reporter can assist you in reaching 
all areas of NY state.  Whether it’s New 

York City, Long Island, the Hudson Valley or 
Western or Central NY we can help.  With 
one phone call, you can reach over 3 million 

readers weekly.

This marketing/advertising opportunity 
is great for:

Real Estate • Resorts & Hotels
Adoption • Vacation Rentals
Employment/Help Wanted

and much more!

For a free consultation on how this unique 
opportunity can work for you, please call 

Emily Grillo, NYSCAN Director, 845-252-7414 

We Can HELP!
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entertaining  & country taste  

Individual Chocolate Souffl és
(from Marcia Back as given to Carol Roig)

Serves 8
Have all the ingredients at room temperature.
6 ounces bittersweet chocolate
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, plus more for 
coating the custard cups
¼ cup cocoa powder
1 tablespoon strong coffee
4 large eggs, separated (recipe uses only the
   whites)
⅛ teaspoon cream of tartar
2 tablespoons granulated sugar, plus more to
   coat the custard cups
Whipped cream, sour cream, ice cream or crème
  fraiche
Butter and coat with sugar 8 small custard cups
  (½ cup size)

In a double boiler, melt the chocolate and 
butter and blend until smooth. Remove from 
heat and add cocoa; whisk until completely 
smooth. Whisk in the coffee. 

In a medium bowl, combine eggwhites with 
the cream of tartar and beat to soft peaks. Add 
2 tablespoons of granulated sugar and beat 
until stiff.

Fold about ¼ of the beaten egg whites into 
the chocolate mixture, then carefully fold in 
the rest.

Fill the custard cups about ¾ full and set 
them on a cookie sheet or jellyroll pan. (Note: 
at this point you can refrigerate the cups for at 
least 8 hours prior to baking, if you wish.)

Bake at 400°F for 7-9 minutes. (Use the 
longer baking time if you have refrigerated 
the cups prior to baking.) Don’t overbake; the 
center should be very moist. Let sit about 2-
3 minutes and then invert onto your dessert 
plates. Serve with a dollop of vanilla or coffee 
ice cream, sour cream, whipped cream or 
crème fraiche.  

Let them 
eat cake
Sweets for the holiday season

By LESLIE RUTKIN

“Eat dessert fi rst” has been a mantra in our 
family since 1986, when it became clear that our 
increasingly exuberant 18-month-old son could 
no longer sit quietly with us in a restaurant. A 
wise acquaintance suggested we order him des-
sert fi rst while we perused the menu and waited 
for our entrees. The waiter placed a bowl of vanilla 
ice cream in front of Andrew, which kept him 
busy and happy and even whetted his appetite for 
his own dinner. Perfect! Eating out was once more 
a pleasure. 

Now the phrase “eat dessert fi rst” reminds me 
that there is always something to look forward to, 
like spending Thanksgiving and Christmas with 
family and friends around the table. And although 
the food is key in such settings, the desserts top off 
these events and leave everyone smiling. 

 The individual chocolate souffl és are easy to 
make and satisfyingly decadent. The pumpkin pie 
comes with a twist—the addition of crystallized 
ginger and a pumpkin seed crust. A friend told me 
it was the best pumpkin pie she had ever eaten. 
I would have to agree. Here, too, is a refreshing 
sorbet that is perfect after a heavy meal. It is made 
with my favorite after-dinner liqueur, Calvados, a 
delightful apple brandy from France. For an all-
American sorbet, substitute Apple Jack (it’s less 
expensive, too). I’ve included a stunning cran-
berry and pear dessert because it is beautiful and 
delicious. Peeled pears are poached with lemon, 
orange peel and cranberries and look like jewels 
when served in small, fancy bowls. And be sure to 
try the rich chocolate truffl es enrobed in toasted 
coconut and chopped nuts. These little one-inch 
delights pack a lot of satisfaction in a small pack-
age. Finally, the hazelnut cookies are small mor-
sels of fl avor that take less than two hours to make 
from start to fi nish. 

Calvados Sorbet
Makes about 3 cups
Calvados is an apple-cider brandy from Nor-

mandy, France.  You can easily substitute Apple 
Jack for the Calvados in this sparklingly festive 
dessert. Serve in small bowls with a rich cookie 
or apple slice as garnish. Can be prepared 4 to 
7 days ahead of your holiday party.

²⁄ ³ cups water
½ cup sugar
1 ½ cups nonalcoholic sparkling cider
¹⁄ ³ cup Calvados, Apple Jack, or more sparkling
    cider for a nonalcoholic sorbet

Bring water and sugar to a boil in a small 
saucepan, stirring until sugar has dissolved; 
then simmer 5 minutes.  Transfer to a metal 
bowl and set into an ice bath; stir in cider and 
Calvados and quick-chill, stirring occasionally, 
until very cold, 15 to 30 minutes. (You can also 
chill in the refrigerator for at least 4 hours to 
eliminate the ice bath step.)

Freeze sorbet in ice cream maker according 
to manufacturer’s instructions; transfer to 
airtight container and put in freezer until soft-
frozen, at least 2 hours.  

Continued on page 14
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LESLIE RUTKIN has been a copywriter, cre-
ative director and owner of a graphic design and 
marketing company. She and her husband have 
an antique business and are avid auction goers. 
She writes every day and has fi nished a memoir 
that is in search of a publisher.  

Coconut Almond Truffl es
 About 50 one-inch truffl es
12-ounce combination of bittersweet and semisweet chocolate
  bits
1 ¹⁄ ³ cups almond slivers, toasted
1 ¼ cups sweetened, fl aked coconut, toasted
1 ¼ cups heavy cream

 Toast almond slivers on a cookie sheet in a 350ºF oven 
for 5 minutes. Mix up the nuts and watch carefully that 
they don’t burn. They are ready when some of the nuts 
start turning a golden brown. Use same method for the 
coconut.

Put chocolate in food processor and process until fi nely 
ground.  Add ¾ cup of almonds and ¼ cup coconut to the 
chocolate and process for about a minute.

Heat cream in a small saucepan until the cream sim-
mers and small bubbles appear around the edges of the 
pan. Immediately remove from heat.

With food processor running, pour hot cream through 
feed tube and process until chocolate mixture is thick 
and fairly smooth. Pour mixture onto a shallow pan and 
refrigerate, uncovered, until fi rm to the touch, about 1 
hour. (Note: You can stop at this point and continue up 
to a day later.)

Put remaining coconut and remaining nuts into sepa-
rate bowls. Chop the nuts a bit if they seem too large. Take 
chocolate out of refrigerator and, with a spoon, scoop up 
enough chocolate to roll a 1-inch round.  Then roll truffl e 
in either coconut or almonds. Transfer to an airtight con-
tainer and refrigerate until ready to serve.  

Cranberry-Poached Pears
Serves 8
8 small pears, such as Seckel, peeled, stems intact
2 tablespoons superfi ne sugar
1 cinnamon stick
A 4- to 5-inch strip orange peel
A 4- to 5-inch strip lemon peel
5 tablespoons honey
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice
1 vanilla bean, split lengthwise
10 ounces fresh cranberries
1 tea bag, such as green tea or fruit tea

Place pears in saucepan just large enough to hold them and add water, about 4 cups, 
to barely cover them. Add sugar, cinnamon, citrus peels, honey and lemon juice. Using 
the tip of a paring knife, scrape vanilla seeds into pan and toss in pod.

Bring to boil, stirring until sugar has dissolved. Reduce heat and simmer gently until 
pears are tender, about 10 to 20 minutes. Add cranberries and simmer until cranber-
ries are soft but not mushy, about 3 minutes more. Use a slotted spoon to transfer 
pears to a dish. Spoon cranberries and syrup around pears. Add tea bag. Cool for 15 
minutes, cover and refrigerate overnight.

Place a pear and syrup in a shallow dessert bowl, adding a dollop of yogurt, crème 
fraiche, vanilla ice cream or cheese.  

Ginger Pumpkin Pie with Pumpkin Seed Crust
¾ cup hulled pumpkin seeds
2 cups graham cracker crumbs
½ teaspoon ground ginger
¼ cup granulated sugar
10 tablespoons melted unsalted butter
2 cups canned pumpkin puree
2 eggs lightly beaten
2 egg yolks lightly beaten
1 ½ cups heavy cream
¾ cup dark brown sugar
2 teaspoons cinnamon
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
¼ cup fi nely chopped crystallized ginger

Preheat oven to 400ºF.
Spread pumpkin seeds on a baking sheet and toast for 5 minutes until you hear them pop.  

Check seeds often as they easily burn.
Chop ½ cup of the seeds in the food processor, mix with graham cracker crumbs, ground 

ginger and granulated sugar. Stir in melted butter.
Pat this mixture fi rmly into the bottom and sides of a 10-inch pie pan and refrigerate for 15 

minutes. Bake the crust for 15 minutes and remove from oven. Reduce oven heat to 350ºF.
Mix pumpkin puree, eggs, egg yolks, cream, brown sugar, cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg in 

a bowl. Stir in crystallized ginger and mix until smooth. You can do all this by hand. Pour 
mixture into baked graham cracker crust and bake about 1 hour until fi lling is set and a knife 
inserted into the center comes out clean. Remove pie from oven and scatter remaining seeds on 
top, pressing lightly so that they adhere to the pie. Cool to room temperature before serving.  

Note: Crystallized ginger must be chopped very fi ne. Do not use the food processor as the 
ginger will get gummy.

Hazelnut Cookies
½ cup hazelnuts (2 ounces)
¼ cup plus 3 tablespoons sugar
¾ cup plus 2 tablespoons fl our (I used a mixture of white and
   buckwheat fl our)
1 stick (½ cup) cold unsalted butter, cut into small pieces

Preheat oven to 350ºF.
Toast hazelnuts in a shallow baking pan until fragrant and 

skins begin to loosen, about 5 minutes. Rub nuts in kitchen towel 
to remove any loose skins. Not all the skins will come off which 
is okay.

Pulse nuts and ¼ cup sugar in food processor until nuts are 
fi nely ground, then add fl our and a pinch of salt, pulsing until 
combined. Add butter and pulse until dough just forms a ball. 
Divide dough in half, then roll dough on a work surface dusted 
with sugar and fl our into two 11-inch-long logs, each about 1 
inch wide. Chill, wrapped in plastic wrap, 1 hour or up to 3 days.

Cut logs crosswise into ½-inch slices and arrange 2 inches apart 
on 2 baking sheets. Bake 1 sheet at a time until bottom edges just 
begin to turn pale golden, 12-15 minutes. Cool on a cookie sheet 
about 2 minutes. 

Place remaining 3 tablespoons sugar in a small dish and dip 
tops of cookies in it, then cool on racks.

Dough can be chilled up to 3 days or frozen, wrapped well in 
plastic wrap, up to 1 month. Thaw before cutting and baking.  

Cookies will keep in an airtight container at room temp for 2 
weeks.

Continued from page 13



 A  RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE    15

Favors & Pinatas
Balloons & Helium Tank Rentals

Carnival Food Machines
In  atable Amusements Rides
Catering Supplies & Rentals

Champagne & Chocolate Fountains
All Sizes Of Tents, Tables, Chairs & Linens

Get It All At The CRC Party Super Store!

All Types of  Party Supplies & Decorations

All The Top Children Deigns And Themes!

Call: (570)491-2721
284 Rte 6 & 209, Milford, PA

Open 7 days a week: Mon.-Sat.8 to 5, Sun. 9 to 12

A beautifully restored craftsman lodge

4 Main Avenue | Hawley, PA
570-226-2993 | 800-833-8527

www.thesettlersinn.com
settler@settlersinn.com

November 14th- Wines of Tuscany complimented by harvest foods of the 
Tuscan countryside.

Thanksgiving at the Inn Traditional Thanksgiving Fare Noon to 6:00

December at the Inn A Month of Festive Dinners, Brunches and 
Holiday Entertainment!! 

December 5th & 6th Traditional... Simple... Elegant...Old Fashion Christmas 
Dinner Holiday Décor Inspired by the Arts & Crafts Movement. Annual Three 
Course Holiday Dinner with music by the St. John’s Choir 
Serving 5:00pm - 9:00pm $85.00 

Sunday, December 14th Winterfest Brunch featuring Harpist Diane O’Malley 
Serving 11:30 - 2:30 

December 19th “A Sparkling Affair” An elegant marriage of the finest 
foods and champagnes for the holiday season 

Sunday, December 31st New Years Eve at the Inn

Upcoming Events
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The Ultimate Country Store...
Filled to the Rafters with Primitive Country Decor!

Furniture  Lamps  Linens  Pottery
Prints  Tinware  And More!

Mon.–Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-5
322 Broad St., Milford, PA  570-296-5757

www.harehollowcountry.com
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The Ultimate Country Store...
Filled to the Rafters with Primitive Country Decor!

Furniture  Lamps  Linens  Pottery
Prints  Tinware  And More!

Mon.–Sat. 10-5, Sun. 11-5
322 Broad St., Milford, PA  570-296-5757

www.harehollowcountry.com

Filled to the Rafters 
with Primitive Country Decor!

Furniture  Lamps  Linens  Pottery
Prints  Tinware  And More!

Mon.-Sat. 10-3, Sun. 11-3

322 Broad Street
Milford, PA

570-296-5757
www.harehollowcountry.com

The Ultimate Country Store...

Restaurant

289 Starlight Lake Road Starlight, PA 18461
www.innatstarlightlake.com
570-798-2519 / 800-248-2519

Open 7 days a week for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
and Sunday Brunch.

Thanksgiving at the Inn 
Family Style Meal – we’ll provide you 

with a perfectly cooked turkey and all the 
trimmings including your choice of  pie and 

you take home the leftovers $79.95 for 4 
people – $10.00 each additional person 

(max 7 people per turkey)
- Or - 

join us for a traditional plated dinner 
$21.95 per person with soup, salad, 

turkey and all the trimmings and 
your choice of  pie.

Christmas dinner at the Inn – buffet 12 
noon – 8 PM 21.95 p/p plus tax and service

New Years – Help us welcome in the New 
Year and start our 100th anniversary year 
- $100.00 per person plus tax and service 
– Dining, dancing, drinking -dinner from 
our special New Years Eve menu, party 

with dancing and midnight balloon drop, 
champagne toast and hors d’oeuvres, and 

drinks * well drinks 9:00 PM – 12 midnight.  

Everything is better by Starlight...
Plan your holidays at the Inn
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LIZ HUNTINGTON teaches composition 
and speech at Sullivan County Community 
College (SCCC) and coordinates the SCCC 
Writing Center. Her poetry has appeared in 
numerous national and local publications.  
She is currently working on a novel about 
farming, wizards and unemployment.

family life

T
By LIZ HUNTINGTON

The winter months, in our part of the world, are a 
time of special appreciation of  tradition and family. 
The beginning of the season is marked by the 
Winter Solstice, the point at which the hours of sun-
light are the shortest of any time in the solar year. 
The Winter Solstice announces the start of the long 
return of sunlight and fertility even as it marks the 
deepest day of winter. No wonder people celebrate! 
The holidays of this season, from time immemorial, 
are centered around the home and involve joyous 
celebration with a glorious diversity of customs.  

Twelve Days of Christmas
The traditional Twelve Days of Christmas are 

the legacy of the oldest recorded celebrations of the 
Winter Solstice, practiced by the peoples of ancient 
Mesopotamia. The Mesopotamian priests took 12 
days around the time of the solstice to make amends 
for the shortcomings of their people in order to help 
the gods win the renewal of light and life for another 
year. In the western Christian tradition, the holiday 
season traditionally begins on the eve of December 
25 and concludes 12 days later on the eve of Janu-
ary 6 with the feast of the Wise Men.

Let there be light
 Our love of multi-colored lights, candles in the 

windows and a crackling Yule log fi re as an expres-
sion of seasonal cheer connects us with our north-
ern hemisphere ancestors as well. December 25 has 
been recognized for over 4,000 years as that point 
at which, after three days of stasis in the winter sky, 
the sun begins its return, with daylight hours slowly 
beginning to lengthen throughout the northern 
hemisphere. Part of the Ancients’ practice of puri-
fi cation and renewal in preparation for another 
season of growth was the lighting of candles, 
torches, sacred logs and bonfi res. The brilliance of 

these homemade fi res in the depths of winter was a 
sacred and hopeful evocation of the sun itself. 

O Christmas tree
On our blue planet, green is the universal color 

of life and growth. Our modern wreaths and holi-
day trees are the continuation of Nordic traditions 
that hang evergreens of all kinds in the home as a 
reminder through the months of darkness, ice and 
snow that life is an ever-renewing cycle. The hang-
ing of mistletoe, an evergreen plant sacred to the 
Druids for its healing and pro-creative powers, is a 
part of this tradition.   

Eat, drink and be merry 
Feasting, drinking and merriment is another 

theme of winter celebration from ancient times, 
when people plundered their sometimes scarce 
winter food stores to produce fruits and sweets 
in celebration of their faith that another season 
of plenty would soon begin. The exchange of gifts 
is also a part of winter custom, dating from pre-
Christian celebrations called Saturnalia, where 
costumes, song and dancing were also part of the 
winter festivities. 

There are some special foods that only make an 
appearance during the holidays. In Finland, Christ-
mas Eve supper might include a casserole of liver, 
rutabaga, carrots and potatoes with cooked ham or 
turkey. In Latvia, a traditional Christmas day feast 
is cooked brown peas with bacon, cabbage and 
sausage. In Portugal, it is the custom to have a spe-
cial meal of salted dry codfi sh and boiled potatoes 
at midnight on Christmas Eve. In Holland, sweet, 
spicy biscuits called “peppernoot” are popular.

We are the world
Here are a few other winter customs from around 

the world: 
In Scandinavia, families place all their shoes 

together in the center of the house to invoke har-
mony in the home in the coming new year. Shoes 
take the place of the Christmas stocking in many 
cultures, and are set by the door or under the bed in 
anticipation of receiving sweets and small gifts.

In Spain, the Urn of Fate is brought out, into 
which participants place their names on slips of 
paper. Names are drawn in pairs, and each pair is 
then charged with serving each other with special 
devotion throughout the coming year.

 In Scotland, Hogmanay is perhaps the biggest 
party of the year, kicking off at midnight on New 
Year’s Eve and continuing throughout the night. 
One of the customs of Hogmanay is “fi rst-footing,” 
following the folk wisdom that if a tall, dark man is 
the fi rst person to enter the home in the new year, 
the year will be a prosperous one. The dark stranger 
traditionally brings a lump of coal, a coin or a small 
cake as a gift. In return, he is offered food and a 
“wee dram” (or two) of whiskey. The traditional 
drink of Hogmanay is the Het Pint, a mixture of ale, 
nutmeg and whiskey. Modern Hogmanay invites all 
friends and neighbors to travel together from house 
to house, celebrating the prospects of a bright new 
year together.

In the middle of all that is new and modern and 
very busy, there is some deep assurance in knowing 
that we are still walking in the thoughtful steps of 
our ancestors. We can borrow and blend traditions, 
and still fi nd ourselves true to the most profoundly 
satisfying essence of this time of year, which brings 
people together to share, enjoy and to hope. 

The most festive season

WINTER CELEBRATIONS
Contributed Photo
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BIG DOG

LAWN CARE

If you don’t like to play in 
the tall grass call...

Servicing Wayne and
Pike Counties, PA and 
Sullivan County, NY

ALL YOUR LAWN CARE NEEDS
LAWN MOWING
STONE, TOPSOIL & MULCH 

DELIVERED
JUNK REMOVAL

SPRING & FALL CLEAN-UP
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

845-557-3313
bigdoglawncare@hotmail.com

2008 and 2009 Models
in stock
Call for current rebates
and promotions
570-729-7402

BILL CASE
Sales & Service
Welcome Lake, PA
www.billcase.com

JMR Construction
New Homes • Custom Renovations • Additions • Siding

Fully Insured

570-559-7935
Joe Riccardi

Shohola, PA

Catskill

LeafGuard
The only One-Piece seamless 

debris shedding gutter 
on the market today.

Never Clean Your Gutters 
Again—Guaranteed

845-482-5259 • www.leafguardinc.com

ONE TIME INVESTMENT
A LIFETIME OF SECURITY
Common Causes of Power Outages
• Snowstorms • Floods
• Heavy Winds • Trees falling on Power Lines

American Electric, LLC
Lake Huntington, NY • Licensed Electrical Contractors

845-932-8111 or 845-583-1015 • www.AmericanElectricOnline.com

CALL
NOW Get your new 

Home Standby 
Generator Today

EASY
INSTALLATION
pre-packaged

pre-wired

GUARDIAN®

by Generac Power System, Inc.g

Don’t throw out that priceless lamp 
because it doesn’t work... we’ll fix it! 

Visit us on 15-17 Main Street, Sparrowbush, NY
or call us at 845-856-5763

Tunney’s Lamp Shop

We Also 
• Rewire all types of lamps
• Repair sockets 
• Sell antique (refurbished) lighting
• Have hundreds of glass and fabric shades

We fix all types of lamps including antique, reproductions & new.

Specializing In: 
Foundations, Concrete Stamping 

and Custom Stone Work Including Fireplaces, 
Stone Patios, Retaining Walls. 

570/226-4225Fully Insured

CHIMNEY
Spring HillSpring Hill

SERVICE

BUILD • REBUILD • PARGE • STUCCO 
STAINLESS STEEL CHIMNEY LINERS 

FOR OIL-GAS-WOOD-COAL
Serving NY, NJ & PA

1-800-943-1515

CHIMNEY CLEANINGS • CUSTOM PARTS MADE
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS • FREE ESTIMATES

A DIVISION OF SPRING HILL CONSTRUCTION

Glen Kellogg, President
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A room with a viewA room with a view

  Bed and BreakfastBed and Breakfast
By TED WADDELL

ECCE (pronounced “et chay”) is Latin for “behold,” 
and a more appropriate description can’t be found 
for this intimate Barryville, NY bed and breakfast 
high in the sky above the Delaware River. Perched 
on a massive rocky outcropping 300 feet above the 
nationally protected river, guests can gaze at the 
stars, watch American bald eagles fl y along the 
corridor and greet the gods while cloud formations 
dance across the sky. No matter what the season, 
there are plenty of outdoor and indoor activities in 
the region to keep visitors occupied, and the stone 
fi replace in the living room invites cozying up with 
your favorite book or your favorite companion 
during winter’s chill.

Alan J. Rosenblatt and Kurtis S. Kreider are the 
owners and enthusiastic ECCE hosts. They fi rst 
came to the region as weekenders and, as they fell 
in love with the area, began looking for a local busi-
ness opportunity. “Nothing really clicked,” said the 
pair, until they encountered the private residence 
that, over the course of an extensive year-long ren-
ovation was transformed into a one-of-a-kind B & B.

“We were hypnotized by the view,” recalled Rosen-
blatt, adding they are currently hard at work cre-
ating hiking trails on the 60-acre property so that 
guests can further relish the experience and river 
views. “We felt the site was perfect for a bed and 
breakfast and it really took off,” he said, noting that 
since the opening of the Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts, concert and museum goers are frequent 
guests, both on weekends and during the week.

“People who grew up in the 1960s or went to 
Woodstock [the 1969 Music & Aquarian Exposi-
tion that took place in nearby Bethel, now the site 
of Bethel Woods Center for the Arts and Museum] 
come to visit the museum that opened up in June, 
and that’s been a big draw.”

History
What is now ECCE began with the Fisher family, 

who were restaurateurs in NYC from 1917 to 1945. 
They built their fi rst weekend home across the 
Delaware in Shohola, PA, but that house sat lower 
down, and Henry and Agnes Fisher were unable to 
view the river. They eventually bought the prop-
erty on the New York side because “the view was 
better,” said Rosenblatt. The Fishers constructed 
“The House in the Sky,” as it was then know. (From 
ECCE, it is still possible to see the fi rst home of the 
Fishers.) 

In the 1980s, the house was bought by Sam Fish-
man, who hoped to keep it as a family retreat. How-
ever, when the Fishman family scattered far and 
wide and did not gather often at the location, Fish-
man decided to give the home to his son and daugh-
ter, Larry and Janet. Rosenblatt and Kreider bought 
the house from the Fishman siblings and, after ren-
ovation, opened ECCE to guests in July 2004.

As they worked on the property, historic artifacts 
came to light, including an original wooden sign 
with the words “ECCE” attached. “I was working 
on the bluff one windy day and heard this clatter,” 
recalled Rosenblatt. “The sign had fallen off, and we 
had a name for the bed and breakfast.”

A while later, they were clearing brush and 
unearthed a bench engraved “Rest and be Thank-
ful,” and so another message from the past was 
added to the ECCE lore. As renovations progressed, 
an old laundry chute was uncovered, and workers 
discovered part of a poem penned by Henry Fischer 
in 1956 with calligraphy by his wife Agnes, which 
reads in part, “Give me the man who is content with 
his lot in life, who never cares what others have 
got, who cheerfully looks forward to each new day, 
thankful to providence to live his own way.”

 “I get chills when I think about it,” said Rosenb-
latt, referring both to the sentiment and the lucky 
fi nd that opened a window to the past.

Today
ECCE is now a fi ve-bedroom B & B with central air 

conditioning. The bedrooms all have private baths 
and some have whirlpool baths. Each bedroom is 
named for its own special view: Sunrise, Sunset 
I and Sunset II, The Woods and The Ridge, and 
each has a television with a DVD and VCR player, 
a CD player, a refrigerator, a coffee and tea maker 
and Internet access. Guests can savor full country 
breakfasts while overlooking the river from one of 
the several decks, the breakfast room or the formal 
dining room. The made-to-order breakfast menu 
includes house specialties such as baked stuffed 
French toast, “Eggs in the Clouds Benedict,” eggs 
New York style or a selection of tasty omelets. 

Co-host Kreider comes up on weekends from his 
job in the city to take on the role of master chef for 
the succulent breakfast repasts, while Rosenblatt 

ECCEECCE
serves as sous chef. “During the week, I get a pro-
motion to master chef,” joked Rosenblatt.

The hosts of ECCE pride themselves on offering 
the ideal spot to celebrate special occasions such 
as birthdays, anniversaries and reunions, and cre-
ating a perfect setting for small outdoor weddings 
and ceremonies. 

“When people call for reservations, we ask them 
casually why they’re coming,” said Rosenblatt. If 
guests are headed to ECCE for a special occasion, 
they get a special surprise tailored to refl ect the 
reason for their stay in the clouds. “If it’s a birthday 
or anniversary, it might be champagne, served in 
our log glasses, which they get to take home,” said 
Rosenblatt. 

Award winner
ECCE Bed & Breakfast is the winner of several 

local awards, including the Upper Delaware Heri-
tage Alliance “Recognition Award,” inclusion 
in the Catskill Regional Medical Center “Distin-
guished Home Tour,” the Greater Barryville Cham-
ber of Commerce “Business of the Year Award” and 
several River Reporter “Readers Choice” awards, 
including “Best Customer Service” and “Best Local 
Getaway.” 

Nationally, in 2007, “The Discerning Traveler” 
selected ECCE as among the top 12 “Romantic 
Hideaways” along the Eastern seaboard with this 
comment: “On the terrace you get the full ‘Wow’ 
impact with the river stretching for miles in both 
directions.” ECCE has been reviewed in The New 
York Times, Kaaterskill Life, Backroads, GO 

NYC and InsideOUT Magazine. Terry Teachout, 
a drama critic with The Wall Street Journal and 
a recent guest at ECCE, had this to say: “I have 
never stayed in a more beautiful place… or a more 
comfortable, unostententatiously luxurious one. 
(Or one with pencil-signed Hirschfelds hanging on 
the wall.)”

Community appeal
ECCE maintains a strong commitment to its river 

valley community, and features a rotating art gal-
lery that showcases the works of local artists such 
as John Beck, Anthony Biancoviso, Daria Dorosh, 
Mauro Giuffrida, Julie Gross, Tom Holmes, Janet 
Rutkowski and John Tomlinson. Outdoor sculp-
tures by Holmes are located around the property. It 
has hosted numerous community events including 
The Liberty Museum & Arts Center Annual Archi-
tectural Tour and the Barryville Area Arts Associa-
tion 2007 Art Exhibit. “From the beginning,” said 
Rosenblatt, “we wanted to make it more than just 
a bed and breakfast—not only a place that people 
come to for overnight stays, but also a spot for 
retreats and larger occasions.” ECCE is often the site 
of local weddings, anniversaries and celebrations.

The great outdoors
Part of ECCE’s appeal is its dramatic setting and 

easy access to outdoor activities such as boating, 
fi shing, hiking, biking and skiing. “It’s a great 
Audubon site for people,” said Rosenblatt. Last Jan-
uary, they watched three eagles mature and then 
depart the region. More common sightings include 

scarlet tanagers, indigo buntings and waxwings. 
There are all sorts of woodland creatures living 
nearby, including deer, fox, coyotes, raccoons, black 
bear and, of course, an army of chattering squirrels 
and chipmunks.

The rocks themselves hold stories. Before the 
Fischers built their vacation house on the bluff, 
the rock outcropping were visited by guests stay-
ing at Maple Grove Farm, a popular vacation spot 
just down the road. As the spirit moved them, they 
would visit the area to carve their initials into the 
stone. “It was a sort of lover’s lane,” said Rosenblatt. 
Wind and rain have done their work and most of 
the initials are eroded away, but it has become a 
pastime at ECCE to fi nd the oldest date carved in the 
rock. The oldest one so far dates back to 1923. 

Living in a home richly textured with historic 
memories has rubbed off on the new hosts. “Our 
legacy is to make this a place people will remem-
ber,” said Rosenblatt, “something that will carry on 
in family photo albums, something that will hope-
fully carry on beyond us.”

For more information and reservations call 
845/557-8562, 888/557-8527 or visit eccebedan-
dbreakfast.com.

TED WADDELL, a freelance photojournal-
ist, has won 19 New York State Press Associa-
tion (NYPA) awards since 1997, including fi rst 
place “In-Depth Reporting”, second and third 
place “Reporter of the Year” and numerous 
photo awards. His photographic works have been 
exhibited locally and nationally. He is working 
on a book.

Contributed photo

Contributed photo Photo by Ted Waddell

Photo by Ted WaddellPhoto by Ted WaddellPhoto by Ted Waddell

“The Woods” bedroomWinter view from the monument

Alan RosenblattBreakfast on the porch The “ECCE” sign
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 craft corner

NANCY DYMOND creates from her home in Bethany, 
PA. In addition to contributing writing to The River 
Reporter’s special sections, she served as newslet-
ter editor for the Wayne County Arts Alliance and is 
a participating poet in the Upper Delaware Writers 
Collective. She is interested in traditional music and 
is currently working on her guitar ‘hammer-ons’ and 
‘pull-offs’ with a hope of playing in a bluegrass group 
someday.

By NANCY DYMOND

Is there any better feeling than receiving a gift that was 
lovingly fashioned by hand? Well, maybe. New research (see 
www.sciencentral.com) shows a link between giving and the 
brain’s feel-good chemicals that support our emotional health. 
Using functional MRI scanning to reveal the activity of brain 
structures, National Institute of Health researchers asked 19 
volunteers to play a computer game similar to Monopoly. They 
found that areas of the brain associated with the release of 
dopamine and oxytocin were activated whenever the partici-
pants received rewards in the game. Not surprising. What was 
surprising was that these same areas were stimulated to an 
even greater degree by donating to the game’s charities. 

It is not much of a stretch to speculate that the activity of 
creating handmade gifts would do more than let the recipient 
know that they are thought of in a special way.   The person 
who spelled out “Doing Good Turns Won’t Make You Dizzy,” 
on a marquee in front of a local business may have already 
read the new report. Find out the truth for yourself. Perform 
your own experiment by crafting one or more of the simple 
gift ideas below.  

Handmade 
gifts for the 
holidays

Hanging around
Colorful padded hangers can be made simply from cloth 

ribbon and recycled plastic shopping bags.
You will need:
Plastic hangers
12 plastic bags per hanger
Tape
4½ yards of ribbon (1½ inches wide) per hanger
Directions:
Wrap plastic bags evenly around each hanger, using 

short strips of tape to attach them at both ends.  Cover 
everything except the hook. Leaving a one-foot tail at the 
top, start at the base of the hook wrapping ribbon around 
the plastic bag padding. Overlap the ribbon to hide the 
padding. When you get back to where you started, leave 
another one-foot tail before cutting the ribbon.  Tie the 
two ends together into a tight bow.

A cup of love
A canning jar fi lled with the dry ingredients for your favorite baking or soup 

mix is a simple idea that will be a true crowd pleaser. Decorate the top of your 
jar with festive cloth and ribbon and tie a card with the recipe to the jar, using 
matching paper and ribbon.

Here is my own suggestion for Blueberry Muffi ns.
Directions:
Mix together and funnel the following ingredients into a quart-sized can-

ning jar: 2 cups all-purpose unbleached fl our, 1½ teaspoons baking powder, 
½ teaspoon baking soda, 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon, ½ teaspoon nutmeg 
and 1/8 teaspoon salt. Place 2/3 cup of dark brown sugar in a small zip seal 
bag and push the bag into the canning jar on top of the mix you just made. 
Close jar tightly. 

Recipe:
Beat together ¾ cup buttermilk, ¾ cup unsweetened applesauce, the dark 

brown sugar from the bag, 1 egg, 1½ tablespoons vegetable oil, ½ cup blue-
berries (fresh or frozen—do not thaw) and 1 teaspoon vanilla extract until 
frothy, about 2 minutes. Pour the dry ingredients from the jar into a second 
bowl. Make a well in the center of the dry ingredients and pour in the but-
termilk mixture. Mix just until moistened. Fill greased or paper-lined muffi n 
cups two-thirds full. Bake at 350 for about 20 minutes. Yield: about 1 dozen 
muffi ns

Worth a thousand words
CD box photo frames can be decorated with paints, sparkles and glue, 

sequins, buttons... you name it. This is a great project to do with children to 
get them into the giving spirit.

Directions:
Remove paper inserts and the molded plastic piece that holds the CD. Trim 

the photo you wish to frame to 4¾ inches wide and 5¼ inches tall and attach it 
inside using tape, positioning it so the box opens out with the hinge at the top 
to allow it to stand on a fl at surface. For a fancier effect, trim the photo smaller 
and put a colorful piece of fun foam or cardboard behind the photo to give it a 
matted look.

Folk art fl ower pot
The time needed to make this 

beautiful plant pot mosaic project 
is under one hour!  

You will need:
Newspaper
Pottery shards, tiles, beads, 
marbles, beach glass, shells or 
charms
Ceramic tile grout (available at 
hardware stores)
Plastic knife
Terra-cotta fl owerpot
Sponge
Directions:
Cover the work area with news-

paper. Spread a heavy layer of tile 
grout onto the fl owerpot using the 
plastic knife. Then press whatever 
decorative pieces you are using 
into the wet grout. When fi nished, 
spread a little more grout between 
the pieces so that most of the 
broken edges are covered. After 
the pot is dry, wipe off any grout 
fi lm with a damp sponge.

Glass half full
Hand-painted glass bowls 

fi lled with candy, fruit or nuts 
offer sumptuous treats in unique 
keepsakes. For a variation, hand-
painted canning jars, clear vases 
or bottles can create decorative 
and unique vases. Glass paints 
are available in hobby shops or 
departments at reasonable prices. 
A three-step, air-dry sample set 
of glass paints costs $5.99 and is 
enough to paint at least six glass 
bowls.

Tips: 
Where bowls are intended for 

food, paint on the outside only.
Study folk art books and other 

craft reference materials to get 
ideas for your hand-painted 
designs.
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Name _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________

Please mail to: The River Reporter,  PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764  or call 845-252-7414

The gift they’ll welcome
ALL YEAR LONG!

All gift subscriptions ½ price!
$17.50 for a 1 year subscription and $30 for a 2 year subscription. Hurry - offer ends 12/31/08.

Credit Card #__ _______________________________________
Expiration Date_________________________________________

Zip code credit card bill goes to ____________________________

Whether near or far, your friends and family will enjoy the gift 
that keeps on giving the whole year through.

SPECIAL GIFT OFFER

January                   February                     March          April May    June

July August September                 October                 November                December

Gift Giver’s Information

 Here is my check     Please charge my credit card    American Express  Visa  Discover  MasterCard

Name_____________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City/State/Zip________________________________________

Phone_____________________________________________

Please send a gift card from:

Name_____________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City/State/Zip________________________________________

Phone_____________________________________________

Please send a gift card from:
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gardening & outdoor living

By ANNE HART

When I was a child, my favorite fall activity was to rake 
leaves into a big pile and then jump into them, envel-
oping myself in the smells and sounds of fall. Another 
favored activity was to collect leaves, then dip them in 
paraffi n (under adult supervision, of course) to preserve 
the brilliant fall colors. As winter closes in and the holi-
days approach, our thoughts focus inward, toward home, 
family and friends. We can bring the outdoors with us by 
creating simple yet beautiful arrangements using the last 
harvests from our land and local markets. 

Celebrate Thanksgiving with a centerpiece of baby 
pumpkins, dried baby corn and preserved leaves. Your 
guests can take the corn and pumpkins home, a warm 
reminder of the time together. 

Holidays center on family and bring on memories 
of other times. Each year, my mother would orga-
nize a “pinecone hunt,” sending my brother and 
me out for the biggest, most perfect pinecones our 
trees could provide. Painted silver, gold or dusted in 

glitter, these pinecones would become an integral part 
of all of our holiday decorations. Other centerpieces or 
arrangements she created would include dried amaranth, 
fragrant Sweet Annie or the wonderful shapes of Pee Gee 
hydrangea.

As the December holidays approach, turn to ever-
greens, dried peppers and other dried fl owers saved from 
the garden. Fill the center of the table with pine, topped 
with globe amaranth, strawfl owers and the ever popular 
pine cones.

The New Year follows quickly, with winter nights sug-
gesting sparkling white and pale winter colors. Fill the 
table with silver and glass candlesticks and scatter pale 
dried fl owers and glitter in a pattern suggesting the clear 
night sky.

Seed catalogs will begin to arrive shortly after the New 
Year, and the time to begin planning your summer garden 
begins in earnest. As the winter stretches on, plan a place 
in your garden for “everlastings,” fl owers and plants that 
dry well and give you joy throughout the winter months.

1) Fresh pine needles are topped with dried 
red peppers, strawflowers, globe amaranth 
and a touch of gold glitter.

2) Silver glitter and dried pale pink straw-
flowers suggest the night sky, stars and plan-
ets when placed on a dark blue tablecloth.

3) Baby pumpkins are nestled with dried baby 
popcorn while resting on a bed of leaves.

Bringing nature indoors with ‘everlastings’
Centerpieces for the table

Contributed photos

1

2

3

continued on page 23
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Plant an everlasting garden

Flowers that dry well are char-
acterized by blooms that have little 
moisture in them. Pick before fully 
open as the fl owers will continue to 
open as they dry. Pick after the dew 
has dried on a clear day. Choose only 
the most perfect blooms. Remove 
the leaves and tie the stems loosely 
together, storing upside down in a 
warm, dry and airy place. A dark-

ened room helps keep the fl owers’ 
color. Some stems will weaken as 
they dry out. Use fl orist’s wire to 
strengthen them, or insert in place 
of the stems. While collecting fl ow-
ers to dry, make sure to save blooms 
that have begun to set seed for next 
year’s crop. Many of these varieties 
are open-pollinated and will come 
true with each generation. Below are 
some tried and true favorites.

ANNE HART is the proprietress of 

Domesticities & The Cutting Garden in 

Youngsville, NY.  When she’s not there, 

she’s playing in the dirt somewhere else.

Continued from page 22

Amaranth/Amaranthus – a grain with lush maroon to 

burnt orange colors in bold shapes

Sweet Annie/Artemisia – aromatic green-yellow bud-like 

flowers.

Baby’s Breath/Gypsophila – white lacy florets 

Bells of Ireland/Moluccella laevis – bright green bell-

shaped calyx with tiny white flowers

Common Stock/Matthiola – densely packed spires in 

many colors

Globe Amaranth/Gomphrena – round, button-like 

blooms in many colors

Globe Thistle/Echinops –  blue, spiny, globe-like shapes

Lady’s Mantle/Alchemilla mollis – small yellow to char-

treuse star-like flowers

Lavender/lavandula – tiny blue florets atop fragrant 

leaves

Love-in-a-Mist/Nigella Damascena – green-gray 

striped pods follow airy blue, white and pink flowers

Money Plant/Lunaria – flat silver gray pods resembling 

coins

Pearly Everlasting/Anaphalis Margaritacea – globular 

button-like blooms

Sea Holly/Eryngium planum –burr-shaped flowers 

resembling thistle

Sea Pink/Armeria Maritime – pom-pom like clusters of 

flowers

Events through November and December 

*Reservations Required
For more information and reservations, call the Greater Honesdale Partnership 

at 570-253-5492 or visit www.VisitHonesdalePA.com

Hones dalefor theHolidays

November 20 Holiday Flower Arranging*
 Castek’s Floral Shop 
November 28 & 29 Honesdale for the Holidays

visithonesdalepa.com for details

December 5 & 6 Holiday Open House
 Edward Jones
December 6 Hot Cocoa & Donuts with 

Santa
 Papa’s Primo Pizza

Highlights For Children 
Open House

 Pet Photos With Santa
Dessin Animal Shelter
Dessin Animal Shelter’s 
Snow Ball*
Paupack Hills Golf 
& Country Club

December 7 Breakfast with Santa*
Trackside Grill

December 13 14th Annual Children’s 
Ornament Hunt

 Central Park
Holiday Photography
By Martin Photography
Holiday Open House
Wayne County Public Library

December 13 & 14 Holiday Brunch*
 Harvest Inn B&B
December 14 Holiday Carol Sing 

& Open House
 James Manning House B&B
December 20 Breakfast Pizza with Santa*
 Elegante Pizzeria
December 24 Holiday Luminaries on Main 

Street After Dark

✃
CLIP AND SAVE

lmazan
& Associates, PC
Residential and Commercial 
Real Estate
Wills, Trusts and Estate 
Planning
Bank closings

Sullivan County:
P.O. Box 146 
Barryville, New York 12719
Telephone: (845) 977-4387
Fax: (212) 504-3106

New York County:
27 Union Square West, Suite 503
New York, New York 10003
Telephone: (212) 691-8700
Fax: (212) 691-8701

Call today for a free consultation with 
Tracy Almazan, Esq. 
or visit our website at 
www.AlmazanAssociates.com

A
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We’re here for you 24/7
Providing you with 

outstanding service...
Key to relationship banking

We understand what you want.
• Next-day Availability on Most Deposits
• Free Internet Banking and Bill Pay
• Free Checking with Direct Deposit
• Personal Customer Service
• Telephone Banking

“Your COMMUNITY Bank”
www.catskillhudsonbank.com EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

ATMs available at all 
11 branch locations and 

at the Government Center
Callicoon • 888-209-2265
Ellenville • 845-796-9580

Liberty • 845-292-2265
Livingston Manor • 866-933-7011

Middletown • 845-692-2265
Monticello • 845-794-2265

Narrowsburg • 866-923-2268
Neversink • 845-796-9560

Rock Hill • 845-794-9203
South Fallsburg • 845-434-8280

Youngsville • 866-514-3657

Rock Hill Of  ce
184 Rock Hill Drive
Rock Hill, NY 12775

845-794-4447  •  1-866-747-4447
www.currierandlazier.com

CURRIER & LAZIER
REALTORS®

Each Of  ce Is Independantly Owned And Operated

Barryville  $39,000 5.44 acres which backs 
up to 1100 acres of State Land. Minutes to 
Delaware River. MLS #23677.
Cochecton  $45,000 3 Lots on Bernas Rd 
and Route 17B ranging from 2-2.32 acres.  
Land is cleared and ready to be built on. 
MLS #23129.
Monticello $239,000 22.12 acres, Cabin 
w/ seasonal water, 1 full BA, kitchen, loft, 
wood burning stove & deck. MLS #20254.

Call Paul Parlapiano, Sales Associate
 at 845-866-8658

Preferred Homes & PropertiesPreferred Homes & Properties
Serving all of Sullivan County when buying or selling a quality home or property.

Diane S. Deutsch, Principal Broker, Licensed NY State
3995 State Route 52, Youngsville, NY • 845-482-4300 • Fax: 845-482-4433
Email: diane@preferredhomes.net • Website: www.preferredhomes.net

JEFFERSONVILLE
Large 1839 3 story farmhouse w/rocking chair porch 
in charming Jeffersonville. Original woodwork, 
hardwood  oors. Separate 2 bedroom apt. on 
3rd  oor (great for income or convert back to 
single family home). Heated barn great for studio 
space. Great property w/ potential for many uses 
right in the village located on a dead end road.
PRICE SLASHED $195,000

CHARMING 1890s FARMHOUSE
Take in the view from the rocking chair 
porch, wide plank  oors, 2 woodstoves, 
stone foundation, new furnace. Great 
year round weekend getaway. Three 
miles from Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts. Renovations have been done. 
REDUCED $178,000

STUNNING VIEWS
From this 13.79 acre parcel w/ nice old barn 
dating back to 1900, plus oversized 2-car 
garage. There is an existing well & septic. 
Myriad possibilities: including restoring barn 
into fabulous residence; build your own new 
home & use the barn as studio, shop or even a 
barn. Minutes from Jeffersonville & amenities. A 
wonderful property! REDUCED $199,000

Fitzgerald

Trusted Advisor.SM

Skilled Negotiator.SM

Expert Facilitator.SM

Fred W. Baldi
Premier Service® Realtor

Crossroads of Route 390 & 447
Canadensis, PA 18325

570-595-2110 • 570-994-5118
www.fredbaldi.com

IDYLLIC EXPANDED LOG HOME
4 BDRM, 2.5 BA, 1.29 acres 

www.209sprucelane.com
$207,000  Newfoundland, PA  # 08-3006

LIVE IN PARADISE
3 BDRM, 2 BA, charming stone accented home. 

Landscaped gardens w/gazebo and creek.
 $314,900 Cresco, PA  # 08-2073

SERVICE YOU DESERVE. PEOPLE YOU TRUST.*

Visit Fitzgerald GMAC Real Estate online at 
www.JoanFitzgeraldRealEstate.com

Klimchok Real Estate has been helping people  nd their 
“Special Place in the Country” for over 40 years. We are ready to help you.

For more information on these properties or others in 
Sullivan County, NY or Wayne County, PA, call us at 845-887-4444 

See these properties and more at www.klimchok.com. 

Klimchok Real Estate
CALLICOON OFFICE: Lower Main Street

HISTORIC HOME IN QUAINT RIVER VILLAGE
A classic Victorian with wide porches, high ceilings, parlors, formal 
dining room and enough bedrooms (9) and baths (4) for friends 
and family. The perfect holiday house!  Beautiful running stream on 
property and a renovated barn complete the package. Perfect B&B, 
retreat center, etc. C 3521 $349,000.

JEFFERSONVILLE AREA PUB
Turn-key operation…lots of patrons, lots of equipment. 1970’s log 
cabin with nearly new commercial kitchen. Most all equipment 
included.  Dining room seats 38 and accommodates 12 at the bar. 
Good year-round business. C 3520 $329,000.

CHARMING RIVER VILLAGE VICTORIAN
Beautifully restored w/ respect for original detailing, moldings, 
hardwood  oors, stained glass windows. A  replace, formal dining 
room and living room, spacious country kitchen.  Walk to the river, 
town and enjoy country life. C 3516 $259,900.

WELL LOVED HORTONVILLE RANCH
Immaculate 2-3 bedroom ranch on a double lot in Hortonville.
Attached garage would make Ideal additional living space.  Come 
take a look, very sweet, great location.  C 3519 $144,300. 

Cornerstone
Tile & Floor Gallery, LLC

Installations Available
845-794-7770

Tile • Glass • Laminates • Hardwood
Silestone • Ceasarstone • Granite 

 Cork • Bamboo • Tin Ceilings

84 Cimarron Rd • Monticello, NY
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By ERIN VANDERBERG

There are a wide variety of area organiza-
tions—arts, community, environmental, social 
work and animal rescue—that already exist 
on limited budgets. Now, with belts tightening 
around the nation, these organizations require 
community support more than ever to keep their 
doors open. Luckily for them, ’tis the season of 
giving where cautionary tales of miserly people 
remind us all to open our hearts and commit 
acts of kindness. While charitable contribu-
tions go far and are the easiest commodity for 
any organization to work with, volunteering is 
another way to give back without breaking the 
bank, with the added satisfaction of doing a good 
deed.

The arts
Elaine Giguere, executive director of the 

Delaware Valley Arts Alliance (DVAA) in 
Narrowsburg, NY, is seeing the effects of the 
economic fallout “coming home to roost” with 
the cancellation of 2009’s EagleFest, an annual 
festival celebrating eagles and other wildlife in 
the Delaware River valley, due to cuts in travel 
budgets. She is concerned for her organization 
in this climate. “People have to be made aware 
that all this can go away. We are all a couple of 
paychecks away from closing our doors.”  

Volunteer support makes a world of difference 
at a place like the DVAA where the “honey-do” 
list is a mile long. The organization can always 
use hands in the gift shop; ushers and box offi ce 
volunteers are needed for shows at the Tusten 
Theatre; and storm windows on the DVAA’s 
second fl oor would save on energy—to name 
just a few items on the list. “If the grants go 
away, so do rural places like this,” Giguere said 
of the DVAA.  “Lots of people don’t even think 
about it until such places are gone.”  

Think globally, act locally
The classic volunteer organizations, like 

Rotary Clubs, remain great footholds for people 
who want to become regularly involved in the 
community. At the Rotary Club in Port Jervis, 
NY, recent local projects have included the 
construction of the Rotary Skateboard Park in 
town, the Dictionary Project that donates a dic-
tionary every year to local third graders and a 
program that provides annual scholarships to 
Port Jervis High School seniors. The Rotarians 
of Port also think globally, with international 
projects like sending Shelter Boxes to disaster 

victims around the world, a water purifi cation 
project at an AIDS orphanage in Thailand and 
the commitment of each member to contribute 
a matched sum toward the eradication of polio. 
Additionally, members fundraise for the Rotary-
wide project, “The Gift of Life,” which provides 
children with life-saving heart surgeries. 

Charlene Trotter, president of the Rotary Club 
of Port Jervis, fi nds her motivation for giving 
from the positive impact she sees it create. “Every 
time I think: ‘I’m too busy, I don’t have the time,’ 
it does not end up a problem, because I know 
someone will be touched,” she explained. She 
recently volunteered with the Rotary Club at the 
food pantry out of Temple Beth El in Port, which 
clarifi ed her humanitarian purpose.  “I looked at 
this person I was giving clothes to and, seeing 
their emotions of embarrassment and gratitude, 
I saw myself. There was a table between us, but 
there is really no difference between me and the 
people I help—we are the same.”

Save the planet
A deepening concern for many is climate 

change and the pressures of development; pre-
serving the clean, pristine environment of the 
river valley is, without vigilance and dedication, 
something that could easily be squandered. 
The Delaware Highlands Conservancy (DHC), 
a group that places land into preservation ease-
ments, is just one of quite a number of groups 
that need funding and volunteer help. Accord-
ing to Helle Henriksen, land protection coordi-
nator at the DHC, there are generally two rea-
sons people fi nd giving time to the environment 
so fulfi lling. The fi rst is the personal benefi t they 
receive: “It’s very rewarding to be helping out 
and doing good for the community—if we all 
do a little of that, it’s a better world,” said Hen-
riksen. Protecting resources for future genera-
tions is the second. “We take the long view that, 
because of our work, our grandchildren will be 
able to have forests, healthy air to breathe and 
clean water,” she said.

People helping people
Barbara Drollinger, who works on a number of 

projects including the Narrowsburg Ecumenical 
Food Pantry and the St. Francis Xavier Outreach 
program, believes that her work feeding the 
hungry and clothing the poor are all part of the 
plan. After retirement and inspired by the food 
pantry in Callicoon, NY, she spearheaded these 
programs out of the basement of the St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church in Narrowsburg, NY. It 

was a large endeavor and she worried that she 
wouldn’t be able to handle the load, but while 
she was cleaning out the room, she stumbled 
on a sign:  “Ye Who Enter Here Is a Stranger but 
Once.”

“When I found that,” says Drollinger, “every-
thing fell into place. I knew in my heart that this 
was the right thing to do. That was the sign that 
it was going to work.

“Everyone knows: if they need anything, call 
Barbara,” said Drollinger.  “I don’t want to see 
anyone go hungry.” By defi nition, “ecumeni-
cal” denotes religious cooperation, so several 
churches and the surrounding community pro-
vide the donations that run the program. St. 
Francis Outreach arranges the delivery of holi-
day baskets on Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter and organizes an Adopt-A-Family pro-
gram that coordinates a real-life secret Santa 
with a family. Forty-nine families were spon-
sored last year. The outreach program contin-
ues through the year, passing along donations 
of clothing, toys and school supplies to children 
in need.

Animal aid
Kelly Monahan, director of community devel-

opment at the Olga & Dorothea Dessin Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in 
Honesdale, PA, envisions a time when “we can 
control pet overpopulation and provide all com-
panion animals with a loving, compassionate 
home.”  Her organization depends on volunteers 
in all capacities: fundraising assistance, shelter 
operations, dog walking, cat socializing, main-
tenance, operating the thrift shop and board 
membership. It can also use pet food, litter, toys, 
offi ce and cleaning supplies, and groundskeep-
ing tools. (Dessin suffered a fi re in October; luck-
ily no animals or people were hurt, but funds 
and assistance are needed more than ever.) 

Adopting a pet from your neighborhood shel-
ter instead of buying one from the pet store is 
another way to make a positive impact. These 
pets are often older and easier than puppies or 
kittens; they are housebroken and through the 
chewing or scratching stage. They have a lot of 
love to give back.

No matter what your passion and interest, 
there are many worthwhile organizations near 
your home that will value the gift of your time 
and money. As the saying goes, you don’t know 
what you’ve got until it’s gone. But perhaps 
Giguere says it better: “If you’ve thought about 
it, and haven’t acted on it, do it now!”

The season of giving
Volunteerism is in
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MARCIA NEHEMIAH writes The River 
Reporter’s monthly sustainability column, 
“In Our Hands.” She is a member of the 
Upper Delaware Writers Collective and lives 
in Lackawaxen, PA.

By MARCIA NEHEMIAH

For most of us, the holiday season is steeped in 
family and cultural traditions. This year, we are 
suggesting some new approaches to decorating, 
entertaining and gift-giving that are conducive to 
a more sustainable lifestyle. The changes might 
even reduce the stress of the holidays by suggesting 
a simpler approach, thereby improving your mood 
and your family holiday merrymaking. 

Decorating 

One of the great felicities of the holidays is deco-
rating our living spaces in celebration of the season. 
Bring outdoor beauty into and around your home 
with attractive, compostable and biodegradable 
cornstalks, pinecones, pumpkins, gourds, poinset-
tias, berry garlands and evergreen boughs. It can 
be a great treat to search for such items in your yard 
or woods with a basket and clippers and young ones 
in tow.

If your holiday calls for a tree, consider buying a 
hardy live evergreen that you can plant when the 
celebrations have ended. (Dig a roomy hole and line 
it with a gentle layer of straw and compost before 
the earth freezes. Keep the dirt in a wheelbarrow 
where it won’t freeze so it will be ready for planting.  
Keep the burlap-wrapped roots plenty moist but not 
soaking. Plant your tree as soon after the holidays 
as possible.) A marker under the tree can make note 
of the year, bringing back memories for seasons to 
come. 

Alternatively, place your pre-cut holiday tree in 
a corner of the yard until spring, festooned with 
peanut-butter-dipped pinecones and other treats 
for the birds and squirrels.

Light up your tables and mantle with candles to 
commemorate the shortening days. Consider sub-
stituting paraffi n wax candles (which are petro-
leum-based) with beeswax or soy candles for longer 
lasting light that will also reduce your exposure to 
carcinogens.

Entertaining 

Sharing home-cooked meals with family and 
friends is a hallmark of holiday celebrations. Even 
if you don’t own “good” silver, crystal or china, do 

avoid the defi nitively un-festive and eco-unfriendly 
paper or plastic disposable “dinnerware.” Candles, 
centerpieces, cloth tablecloths and napkins can go 
a long way to setting a festive mood, even with your 
every day plates. You can acquire some “special” 
affordable china by scouring antique stores and fl ea 
markets. It can even be fun to collect an “unmatch-
ing” set of beautiful old dishes and glassware for the 
holiday meal.

The meal

For many of us, the bird is the centerpiece of the 
holiday meal, sometimes substituted with a ham 
or a roast beef. Increasingly, vegetarian alterna-
tives are becoming popular or at least grabbing the 
spotlight as side dishes. Your guests will have the 
opportunity to enjoy such savory dishes as Brie and 
Wild Mushroom Fondue, Butternut Squash and 
Ginger Soup, Individual Artichoke and Olive Tarts, 
Pumpkin Ravioli, Pine Nut Risotto, Roasted Garlic 
and Potatoes. 

Many such dishes are easy to prepare and the 
Vegetarian Society’s website offers holiday menu 
suggestions and accompanying recipes, noting 
animal-free alternatives to most traditional Christ-
mas options. (If you’re unfamiliar with products like 
Tofurky, try them out before the holidays to avoid 
any surprises on the day of your gala.) 

For those of us who truly love our meat, there are 
an increasing number of local or online sources for 
organically raised, free-range poultry and grass-
fed beef, where conditions are humane and cruelty-
free. 

Gifts

Americans buy 3.6 billion toys a year. Sometimes 
the packaging can be ten times the size of the toy 
itself. Most toys are made from petroleum-based 
plastic and often contain toxins. After the kids lose 
interest (and sometimes before), the toys break and 
end up in the landfi lls. 

This might be the perfect year to institute new gift-
giving guidelines for the family, turning away from 
the commercialism, over-spending and extrava-
gance of the season. Before the holidays, sit down 
with the family and decide what form gift giving 
will take this year. 

There are many ways to reconfi gure holiday gift 
giving and at the same time make it fun and mean-
ingful for the family. One way is to set the ground 
rule that you can only give a gift you didn’t buy. Start 
looking at options such as re-gifting or giving away 
a valued possession. Or, you can make someone 
truly happy by presenting a coupon for something 
you can do for the person at a later date—clean the 
yard, take care of a pet, cook a meal, babysit. Or, 
offer to teach someone a skill that you have. 

Another option is to stipulate that all gifts must 
be handmade. What a great way to spend time with 
your children as they come up with ideas for gifts to 
make, and then set out to make them. There are lots 
of simple crafts to do with kids, and it might be the 
perfect time to teach them the basics of knitting or 
baking. A third idea is to stipulate that all gifts must 
be purchased from a second-hand book, clothing or 
antique store. Of course, a combination of all three 
methods is allowed. 

The website buynothingchristmas.org has many 
wonderful ideas for holiday gift giving that will cost 
nothing or almost nothing, but show lots of care 
and love. 

Once you’ve found that one perfect gift for the 
person on your list, wrap it using the traditional 
Japanese art of furoshiki, or fabric wrapping. A 
decorative kitchen towel, tablecloth, pillowcase or 
napkin creates a unique package and the wrapping 
doubles as an extra gift. You can fi nd instructions 
for this simple technique online. 

Colorful newspaper pages, such as the ones this 
magazine is printed on, also make good wrapping 
material.

Creating fresh, sustainable traditions for you and 
your family can reduce stress, increase joy, help the 
family pocket book and the environment this holi-
day season. 

Deck the halls
A simple and green holiday 

sustainable living  
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RATE
DROP

Take advantage of the

REFINANCE

CONSTRUCTION LOAN

HOME EQUITY LOAN

MORTGAGE

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF JEFFERSONVILLE

(845) 482-4000 • www.jeffbank.com
Main Office: Jeffersonville, NY

30-Year Fixed Rate Loans

Pre-Approval Available

WHEN YOU’RE READY FOR 
YOUR DREAM HOUSE,

WE’LL OPEN THE DOOR.

From primary residences, to vacation 
homes, to lakefront properties, CENTURY 
21 Select Group holds the key to your dream 
home. With 14 of  ces and over 100 friendly, 
knowledgeable agents, we know every inch 
of  Northeast Pennsylvania and the Upper 
Delaware like the back of  our hands. Wheth-
er buying or selling, we’ll give you turnkey 
service. Starting with online tours of  all our 
listings, providing quali  ed buyers and help-
ing you secure a mortgage. Because when it 
comes to  nding the right community for your 
lifestyle, we open every door.

You will be sold.
C21SelectGroup.net

1-866-227-3074-Tyler Hill, PA
1-866-227-9397-Honesdale, PA

Rt 6 Krempasky Plaza, Honesdale, PA

1-800-845-6559
OPEN: Every Friday and Saturday  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

HOT TUBS STARTING AT $2,795!
YEAR END CLEARANCEYEAR END CLEARANCE

HOT TUBSHOT TUBS 
VOTED BEST HOT TUB STOREVOTED BEST HOT TUB STORE 

6 YEARS RUNNING6 YEARS RUNNING
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The Shanty Where Santa Claus LivesBy Harry M. WoodsThey’re making toys for little girls and boys
in the shanty where Santa Claus lives.They’re taking tears to turn them into joys

in the shanty where Santa Claus lives.“Oh, boy! I’d like to go with you!”
“You’ve been so good, I’ll make your wish     come true.”

Perhaps there’ll be a bunch of toys for me
in the shanty where Santa Claus lives. We are the toys for little girls and boys 

in the shanty where Santa Claus lives.We’re taking tears to turn them into joys
in the shanty where Santa Claus lives.We give a whirl just like we used to do.

You’ll make a wish and have that wish come true.Come after me and make my bed for me?
in the shanty where Santa Claus lives.

I

outside the box

By ERIN VANDERBERG

In 1991, Hortonville resident and singer Annie Hat per-
formed a one-woman show consisting of 22 songs written by 
Harry M. Woods.  She had become intrigued by Woods—who 
lived in New York City and worked on Tin Pan Alley, but kept 
a house in Callicoon, NY about four miles up River Road in the 
1920s and early 1930s—because her neighbor had known 
him well and often related old stories of the songwriter to her.  

Woods wrote some classics: “Try a Little Tenderness,” 
“What a Little Moonlight Can Do,” “Side by Side” and “When 
the Red Red Robin Goes Bob Bob Bobbin’ Along.” But his more 
obscure hits, like “In the Sing Song Sycamore Tree,” written 
about the old sycamore a mile out of Callicoon on River Road, 
and “Heigh Ho, Everybody Heigh Ho,” are beloved in this area 
because they are the sing-along tunes with which he would 
entertain the crowds at the old Fischer place in Hortonville.  
The barroom is still there behind the Buddenhagen Ford on 
17B.  When Hat was researching the show, they let her in to 
the old red stucco building behind the showroom to see the 
piano and mirrorball that are still there after all these years.

Woods’ mother was a professional singer who, despite his 
birth defect that left him with no fi ngers on his left hand, 
encouraged him to play piano from a young age. Against the 
odds, he became a great talent, and put himself through Har-
vard by playing recitals. After graduation, he intended to live 
out his days on a farm in Cape Cod, but the Army had other 
plans for him. When World War I ended, Woods started song-
writing and composing music in New York City while keeping 
a house (that has since burned down) in Callicoon. Though 
he would later move to London and later still retire in Glen-
dale, AZ where a tragic pedestrian accident would kill him 
at the age of 70, his years spent between New York City and 
Callicoon, recording under the label Callicoon Music, were his 
most inspired and prolifi c.

According to Callicoon historian Mary Curtis, whose par-
ents were contemporaries of Woods and his wife, “Harry liked 
to party.”  Local legend has it that he was a charismatic and 

consummate entertainer who drank like a fi sh and had a vol-
atile temper when drunk. He was also incredibly strong and 
would demonstrate his strength when he was especially “well-
oiled,” as Curtis puts it; there are stories of him shaking pipes 
so hard someone thought their house would fall down and 
banging his fi st so hard on a bar that it went right through. 
He and his wife would have “roaring” parties—it was the ’20s, 
after all—and she was known to check herself into  Callicoon 
Hospital, on occasion, to detox.  

Hat found that many people had stories about how Woods 
came up with his tunes. According to his housekeeper, he 
was looking out the window at a robin one day and he had no 
more than to utter the words, “Look at the robin just bobbin’ 
along,” and he had a song.  Another story they told of his driv-
ing home after a particular bender and waking up in his car to 
a full moon rising over the mountain, which became “When 
the Moon Comes Over the Mountain.” While probably apocry-
phal, Hat thinks they make for great stories.

Though Woods left the area in the mid-1930s, he main-
tained an affi nity for the river valley and often came back to 
visit. His son, David Woods, is a new-age composer living in 
the Poughkeepsie, NY area who runs a non-profi t called Music 
to Light, teaching guitar and composition to inner-city kids 
and prisoners, the funding for which is partially provided by 
the hard-won royalties from “The Red Red Robin Goes Bob 
Bob Bobbin’ Along.”

People still ask Annie Hat to repeat the performance of Harry 
Woods’ repertoire. Her journey to investigate Woods took her 
around the county where a lot of folks, most of whom have 
since passed away, had colorful stories to tell. Since she was 
researching before the days of Internet, she went as far as the 
Lincoln Center Library in New York City to collect as much 
sheet music as she could fi nd. Her show, which played twice 
at the Tusten Theatre in Narrowsburg, NY and twice at the 
Harmony Hall in Callicoon, was a hit. “It was amazing to see  
50-plus people in the same room who hadn’t spoken to each 
other in years, but they all knew the songs,” says Hat. All she 
needs is a piano player, and she will play it again.

A lesser known hit, but 
one that suits the season, 
is Woods’ only Christmas 
carol, “The Shanty Where 
Santa Claus Lived.” 
Copyrighted in 1933, the 
song was adapted to a 
Merrie Melodies cartoon 
classic by the same name. 
If your caroling repertoire 
needs a little local fl avor, 
look no further. 

ERIN VANDERBERG  settled in 
Forestburgh, NY in 2004 after travel-
ing the country as an  AmeriCorps NCCC 
volunteer, and throughout East Africa, 
the Middle East, western Europe, India, 
Mexico, Ecuador and Indonesia as a 
student.  At her country home, she enjoys 
growing vegetables and baking bread.

and ‘The Shanty Where Santa Claus Lived’Harry M. Woods 

A Callicoon 

Christmas Carol
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Waste Management is the only licensed transfer station in Wayne County, PA.
 We service all residences of  Wayne and Pike counties in PA and Sullivan County in NY. 

At Beach Lake Transfer
Conveniently located off Route 

652 in Beach Lake, PA

Hours:
Monday to Friday 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m.-Noon 

1-800-225-5930

• We accept MSW and C & D material 

• Contractors welcome

• We are a recycling drop-off

• Our Single Stream program allows you to not 
have to separate your recycling. All recycling is 
sent out to a WMRA facility to sort. 

570-729-7125
Think Green, think Waste Management

www.wm.com

Continuous
Service

Since 1930

FRITZ
BROS., INC.

WELL DRILLING
WATER SYSTEMS

PIPES AND FITTINGS
SALES & SERVICE

570-253-2660
Fax 570-253-4788
Cliff Street & Route 6

Honesdale, PA

MACIEJEWSKIMACIEJEWSKI
Landscapi

ng,inc.
FEATURING CULTURED STONE FOR FOUNDATIONS & FIREPLACES

Specializing in new home, lawn installation, tree planting, drainage, 
retaining walls, patios and walkways. Hardscaping around pools.

1-570-224-6405
Jason Maciejewski, Sole Proprietor

366 Swago Rd. • Damascus, PA • www.maciejewskilandscaping.com
VOTED 2003-2007 READER’S CHOICE BEST LANDSCAPER

%
A.P.R.0   financing for 48 months*

B2920BX2660

Go for Orange this season.

Eligible Models Down Payment Maximum Term A.P.R. Monthly Payments per $1,000 Borrowed

New Kubota BX and B Series Models
(May exclude B26 TLB)

$0 36 Months 0.00% $27.78

$0 42 Months 0.00% $23.81

15% Down 48 Months 0.00% $20.83

$0 60 Months 6.00% $19.33

$0 72 Months 6.50% $16.81

MARSHALL
MACHINERY INC.

Route 652
Honesdale, PA 18431

570-729-7117
www.marshall-machinery.com

*15% down, 0% A.P.R. nancing for terms up to 48 months on purchases 
of new Kubota ZD, F, BX, and B Series models from available inventory at 
participating dealers through December 31, 2008. Example: A 48-month 
monthly installment repayment term at 0% A.P.R requires 48 payments of 
$20.83 per $1,000 borrowed. 0% A.P.R. interest is available to customers 
if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Only Kubota and 
Kubota performance-matched Land Pride equipment are eligible.  Inclusion 
of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.P.R. Dealer charge 
for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Not 
available for Rental, National Accounts or Governmental customers. Financ-
ing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., subject to credit 
approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires December 31, 2008.  See 
us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com 
for more information.

www.kubota.com

®Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2008

Michael Parker
Custom Carpentry

Specializing in

Remodeling • Finished Basements

Additions • Custom Decks

Replacement Windows & Doors • Trim

Shohola, PA

570-559-7583

TENBUSTENBUS
CONSTRUCTION

“WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.”

Building a Better Home

Specializing in
Custom Built Homes

We offer quality 
construction that you 

will be proud of. 

Terry Tenbus
99 Parker Road

Narrowsburg, NY
845-252-3500

• Fuel Oil
• Kerosene

OFFICE: RT. 52, YOUNGSVILLE, NY
845/482-4792

A Subdivision of Mirabito Fuel Group

• Budget Plans
• Burner Service
• Heating Systems

• Plumbing
• Price Cap Plan

Third Generation
Serving Sullivan County

Installation of 
pre-  nished and un  nished 

hardwood  ooring

Sanding, staining 
and re  nishing of existing 

hardwood  oors

Let us be your full-service 
wood  oor company

Call for
estimate appointments

Mondays through Fridays

845-791-9930
John (Shawn) Laufersweiler, 

Proprietor
P.O. Box 650

Rock Hill, NY 12775
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Services
AIR CONDITIONING

Air Duct System Cleaning
EPA-registered antimicrobial Fogger

sanitize and disinfect air ducts
1-845-252-6735

NARROWSBURG MECHANICAL, INC.

ARTS
BURRELL RIVER ROAD

GALLERY & STUDIO
Oil paintings by Eleanor Burrell – Land-
scapes, florals, portraits, paintings of 
homes & pets. Classes, commissions. By 
appointment. Rt. 97 or 68 River Rd., Bar-
ryville, NY 12719. 845-557-8856

DELAWARE VALLEY ARTS ALLIANCE
37 Main Street, Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-7576
www.artsalliancesite.org

BLACKTOPPING
ESSELMAN PAVING

Blacktopping
Lake Huntington, NY • 845-932-7829

BLUESTONE
HOLBERT BROS.

Cut steps, caps, tabletops, guillotine 
blocks, Irr flag, wall stone, boulders, 

bridges & we buy rubble piles.
570-685-4405 • Fax 570-685-3141

BUILDER
JMR CONSTRUCTION

Custom Homes, Renovations, Alterations,
Decks, Siding, Remodeling

Shohola, PA • 570-559-7935
Joseph Riccardi

PIKE COUNTY 
BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

All Phases of Building & Remodeling
www.pikecountybuilders.com

570-296-5589

CONCRETE STAMPING 
& EXCAVATION

Lot Clearing, Drainage, Retaining Walls 
& More

Color Concrete Stamping, Custom Stone-
work, All Concrete Work
Castle Rock Concrete

845-932-8644

ROOFING
 STRAIT LINE ROOFING

Serving Sullivan, Orange & Pike County
Insured, Commercial, Residential

Flat Roof Specialist
All Phases of Roofing Including Metal

1-888-280-SIDE (7433)
1-866-702-ROOF (7663)

845-583-0247
Visit us at www.straitlineroofing.com

SEPTIC SERVICE
KOBERLEIN SEPTIC CLEANING

Septic Pumping, Jetting, Line Cleaning
Video Inspection & Drainfield Restoration

845-292-1494 • 570-729-7645

SEPTIC SERVICE
SULLIVAN COUNTY SEPTIC SERVICE

"The Drain Surgeon"
Pumping - Drain Cleaning - Excavation

Portable Restroom Rentals
Ken Bloom, Pres. • 845-583-4064

TREE SERVICE
BLACK OAK TREE SERVICE

Tree removal, trimming.
Fully Insured, Fair Prices, Free Estimate

845-557-3833

DER OSKAR TREE SERVICE
Specializing in hazard tree removal and 

emergency service. Fully insured, 
fair prices. Free Estimates.

We accept all major credit cards.
845-557-8051 • 1-800-557-8051

WASTE REMOVAL
Full Service Waste Removal Company

Open to the Public • Recycling Drop Off • 
Contractors Welcome  • Accepting MSW & 

D&D Waste • Rent-A-Dumpster
WASTE MANAGEMENT

BEACH LAKE TRANSFER
800-225-5930

WELL DRILLING
PETER A. KESTLER WELL DRILLING

Licensed driller serving NY, NJ and PA 
Since 1967 • “Water when you want it!”

Shohola, PA • 570-559-7596

CONTRACTOR
JOE ZEGEL CONSTRUCTION

Doors to Dormers • Ceramic Tiles
Decks • Siding • Windows

845-557-0747 • Barryville, NY

KURT CONSTRUCTION
New Homes • Complete Remodeling

Decks, Screen Porches, Garages
Replacement Windows & Doors

Fully Insured • Over 20 Years Experience
845-557-6996

OSTRANDER CONSTRUCTION
Building & Remodeling

Custom Houses, Modular Homes, 
Additions, Decks, Siding, Roofs

570-729-8850

SAUER BUILDING COMPANY
Comprehensive Carpentry 

Kitchen & Bath • Cabinetry
Ceramic Tile • Drywall & Paint

Decks • Siding • Additions
Insured  • Environmentally Responsive

Call Steve 845-932-7000
sauerbuilding@aol.com

ELECTRICAL
AMERICAN ELECTRIC, LLC
Licensed Electrical Contractor

25 Years Experience
Visit us on the Web at

www.AmericanElectricOnline.com
845-932-8111 and 845-583-1015

NARROWSBURG ELECTRIC
Serving Sullivan County and PA Area

25 Years Experience
All forms of Electrical work

EQUIPMENT & STORAGE
Used and New Equipment

Used and New Parts
Shed and Gazebo Sales • Kubota Dealer

MARSHALL MACHINERY, INC.
Located on Route 652 in Honesdale, PA

570-729-7117
www.marshall-machinery.com

EXCAVATING
MULTI GENERATION EXCAVATION, INC.

Lots & Site Clearing • Food Plots
Roads & Driveways • Drainage Control

Ponds & Dams • Septic Systems
Foundations Dug • Grading & Landscaping

Stone & Rock Walls • Demolition
Snowplowing • Large Plot Mowing

Hauling & Materials
Large Farm & Estate Management & Care

2613 St. Rt. 55, White Lake, NY
845-252-3522 or 845-583-6417

 EXTERMINATING
BARRYVILLE EXTERMINATING SERVICE

"The Name You Trust"
Ed Bocker • 845-557-6762

Free Estimates • 50 Years Experience

FUEL..............................................................

$25.00 OFF
towards purchase of

APPLIANCE or IN STAL LA TION
EASTERN PROPANE  

HAWLEY, PA
570-226-3771 • 1-800-689-5559

Expires 12/31/08 • One coupon per customer • RR...............................
FIRMSTONE LAKEWOOD FUELS

Service Since 1915
Kerosene • Diesel • Heating Oil

Gasoline •Diesel Fuel
Honesdale, PA • 570-253-1200

GUTTERS
APPLE HOME IMPROVEMENT

Stop Cleaning Your Gutters!
Get Leafproof Gutter Guards

Free Estimates 
570-296-4155

CATSKILL LEAF GUARD®

ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS 
SHEDDING GUTTER

Never clean your gutters again!
GUARANTEED

845-482-5259 • www.leafguardinc.com

KITCHEN & BATHS
THE CABINET SHOP KITCHEN & BATHS
Complete remodeling or expert advice for 

the do-it-yourselfer.

100 Second Street • Milford, PA
570-296-9000 • Fax 570-296-9600

LANDSCAPING
CREATIVE EARTH LANDSCAPING

Patios, walkways, retaining walls, 
excavations, mowing • 845-468-0130

www.CreativeEarthLandscape.com

MACIEJEWSKI LANDSCAPING, INC.
Hydro-seeding • Walkways • Patios

Retaining Walls • Tree Shrubs Installation
Drainage Work • Fully Insured • Irrigation

FREE ESTIMATE • 570-224-6405

LIGHTING
TUNNEY’S LAMP SHOP

Antique Lighting, Lamp Repair and 
Refinishing, Lampshades, Brass and 

Copper Polishing
15-17 Main Street • Sparrowbush, NY

845-856-5763

PAINTING
JOHN ANTHONY THE PAINTER

Old House Restoration
Plaster • Repairs • Paint

845-596-4704

PAVING
BOB BERNHARDT PAVING, INC.

Paving • Seal Coating
Excavation • Land Clearing

Septic • Concrete • Landscaping
Youngsville, NY • 845-482-3047

PLUMBING & HEATING
GS PLUMBING & HEATING

Service, New Construction, Well Pumps,
Water Heaters & Boilers

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
845/252-7286 or 845/656-4380

TRI-STATE MECHANICAL
PLUMBING & HEATING

Top Quality Work AND Great Service!

845-794-5848
POOLS AND SPAS

CLEAR-RITE POOLS & SPAS, INC.
CUSTOM-BUILT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERICAL
VINYL LINER SPECIALIST
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS

OPENINGS, CLOSINGS & MAINTENANCE
SPA REPAIRS: ALL MAKES & MODELS

845-482-4646 • Youngsville, NY
www.ClearRitePools.com

REAL ESTATE
BURCKARD REALTY

All phases of real estate. Please call us for 
Great River Valley Properties.

2145 Route 97, Pond Eddy, NY
845-856-6533 Home: 845-557-6372

for your COUNTRY HOME

To list your business or service in our 
next issue call 845-252-7414.

Historic Downtown
 Honesdale, PA
570-253-1860

Beautiful
Lake Wallenpaupack, PA

570-226-9726www.vangorders.com

Unique and Impressive Selection • Brand Names You Know 
and Trust • Caring and Knowledgeable Staff  with Many 

Years of  Valuable Experience.

Home for the Holidays...

s com
Since 1936

Tired of shoveling?
At Watson Bros we carry a full line of  Husqvarna 
snowblowers so you won’t have to shovel anymore.

Watson Brothers, Inc.
For all of  your snowblower needs
Come visit us in Hawley, PA
On route 6 (at the car wash)

570 226-2881
Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 7 am to 5:30 pm
Sun 8:30am to 5:30pm
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DO IT CENTER
Distributors of Quality Building Supplies

Alside Vinyl Products, U.S. Plastic Lumber, 
Superseal Vinyl Windows, Survivor Vinyl Windows,

Weathershield Windows, Therm Tru Doors, 
Fabral Metal Roofing, Atas Commercial Metal Roofing, 

Seamless Gutters, Dietrich Metal Wall Systems, 
Dow Foam Insulation, Guardian Fiberglass Insulation, Cedar,

Pressure Treated and Common Lumber and Wood Sidings,
DeWalt Power Tools, Do It Best Paint, Hardware and More

Call Today For The Quote
On Your Next Building Project

Web: www.supbldsup.com
FREE DELIVERY

Open Mon.-Fri. ’til 5 P.M., Sat. ’til 1 P.M.
Rte. 55, Mutton Hill Rd., Neversink, N.Y. 12765

(845) 985-7693 • Fax: (845) 985-7697
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lemleddy Construction’s commitment
to excellence, integrity and green

building practices will enhance the quality,
beauty and efficiency of your new home or
renovation. From concept to completion,
we will work with you to design and 
build a luxurious living space.

SEASONAL-TO-PRIMARY HOME CONVERSIONS

LUXURY CUSTOM HOMES 

REMODELING

• Serving Pike & Wayne Counties •

C
570-226-2899
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By EMILY GRILLO

Selling your home in a timely fashion and for the 
best price possible can take patience and planning. 
In a buyer’s market like the one one that we are cur-
rently in, buyers have options and can be as picky as 
they want. There are lots of small adjustments you 
can make that will help your home sell more quickly 
and for more money.

Getting your home ready for re-sale doesn’t have to 
cost a ton of money. Simple improvements like paint-
ing can make your home seem brighter and more 
inviting. Also, taking your “stuff” to storage or to its 
new home can create an uncluttered look that makes 
the home appear bigger.

Our Country Home spoke with Carol Malek, 
broker and owner of Malek Properties in White Lake, 
NY, to see what a real estate professional recom-
mends when putting your home on the market.

OCH: Can you talk about current market trends 
and any changes you see on the horizon?

CM: The majority of the properties we sell are to 
second-home buyers who are looking for a country 
getaway. Sullivan County real estate has been that 
way for quite some time. With the arrival of Bethel 
Woods [Center for the Arts] and the talk about the 
Capelli-Trump project in Kiamesha, that market has 
been constant. More recently, the number of fi rst-
time buyers is increasing. These buyers are search-
ing out some of the new bargains with home prices 
stabilizing. 

OCH: Are second-home buyers looking for some-
thing different than a full-time dweller?

CM: Second-home buyers are more concerned 
about distance from their primary residence, pri-
vacy, peace and quiet and low maintenance. They 
often are seeking amenities, especially lake access. 
The full-time dweller is more concerned about size 

of the home, schools, property size, accessory build-
ings or garages and distance from their jobs. Those 
buyers who intend to live here year round are not as 
concerned with amenities and are more willing to do 
some work on a home if it is the right fi t.

OCH: What is the biggest recommendation you 
can make to homeowners that will make their home 
more attractive without spending a lot of money?

CM: Cleanliness is most important and only costs 
some of the sellers’ time and elbow grease. I frequently 
do suggest to my clients that they give a fresh coat 
of neutral paint inside when needed. Exterior spruce 
ups could be more costly, but when it is just cleanup 
or small repairs that are needed, it is defi nitely worth 
the extra effort. Keep the lawn maintained and maybe 
add some seasonal fl owers to give “curb appeal.” 

OCH: What is curb appeal and does it really make 
a difference?

CM: Curb appeal is the way a property is viewed 
from the street. Everything prospective buyers can 
see before they turn into the driveway might make 
them want to take a closer look at a house—or not! 
Some buyers say they will not even go into a home 
to view it based upon the outside appearance. It does 
make a difference. 

OCH: I have heard that scent plays a huge role in 
buyers’ decisions. If this is true, what can a hom-
eowner do to improve the house’s scent?

CM: It is very true that scent plays a roll, but usually 
only if it is offensive. It is important to eliminate odors 
from pets, cigarettes, moth balls or mustiness, which 
can be done with a good cleaning and deodorizing. 
When the home smells, the showing goes poorly; the 
potential buyers cannot wait to leave. A home should 
really smell clean and odor-free. Remember too that 
some people have allergies, so it isn’t even a good idea 
to have air fresheners that can be too fragrant.

OCH: What kind of landscaping appeals most to 
buyers?

CM: The majority of buyers, especially second-
home buyers, feel that the lower the maintenance, 
the better. Some have a green thumb and appreciate 
more elaborate gardens, but more often than not, 
buyers don’t know how to care for the garden and 
the question of cost to maintain it becomes a stick-
ing point. Neat, easy, year-round shrubbery looks 
great and softens the architecture of any home, 
and a splash of easy-to-care-for colorful perennials 
always cheers things up. Flowering shrubs are also 
a great way to go. If you don’t have a garden or green 
thumb, consider container gardening; you can buy 
plants already made up. Another quick fi x is mulch-
ing. Whatever you decide, keep the grounds neat and 
mowed and shrubbery trimmed.

OCH: Do minor renovations such as painting and 
fi xture replacement enhance a home?

CM: Painting the interior is the least expensive 
improvement you can make other than cleaning up. 
A fresh, newly painted interior could fetch $5,000 
more. If colors are loud, you may want to consider 
toning things down with some neutrals. Some colors 
offend certain people and they cannot see beyond 
that coat of paint. Hardwood fl oors that are damaged 
should be tended to if you can afford to do so. Newly 
re-fi nished hardwood fl oors almost always bring a 
return. 

You may have heard that kitchens and baths sell 
a house. That does have some truth, but you could 
wind up investing in an expensive makeover that the 
buyer will not like. I suggest to my clients that they 
offer a credit to the buyer, or give them a discount 
off the price for renovations or appliances. When fi x-
tures do not work, they should be replaced and again, 
always go neutral unless you are matching.

OCH: Is it true that moving clutter out of a home 
can help move you out of the home more quickly?

CM: A de-cluttered home is easier to see and to 
navigate. I strongly recommend to my clients to box 
things up wherever they can and store things away. 
Even a neat stack of boxes looks better than a huge 
array of knick-knacks or other collections that will 
distract the buyer. You should be able to see the walls 
and the fl oors. If you have an enormous display of 
family photos, then you may want to also box them 
up. This allows the buyer to see him or herself in the 
space.

OCH: Do certain colors attract the eye? 
CM: Again, I believe in neutral tones. Personally I 

favor light warm colors, like antique white, very pale 
yellow or beige. They are inviting and soft. Lighter 
colors refl ect more light into the home and helps to lift 
the mood. Lighter colors also help the space appear 
larger. Colors can be so personal. If the selling agent 
cannot help buyers visualize a paint job in another 
shade, they may not consider the home. I have seen 
it happen.

OCH: Do you help you clients arrange furniture to 
make the home appear larger?

CM: Yes. I am very fortunate to work with some 
talented agents and we have actually staged a few 
homes to sell. It was fun and everyone gained from 
the experience. One thing to consider is traffi c fl ow. 
Bring attention to focal points, such as a fi replace, 
and add depth with mirrors. 

OCH: Do open houses sell homes?
CM: We have sold homes through open houses, but 

it really depends on the neighborhood. Some places 
work and some do not. Today, with the price of gas, 
it is more common for buyers to search the Internet 
and see all the photos before they will just head out to 
an open house in the country.  

As we see the trends in home buying and designs 
change, one thing remains constant; de-cluttered 
homes that are clean and in good shape sell much 
quicker than their counterparts. Minor renovations, 
including a fresh coat of paint, can make a world of 
difference on the visual eye and reap the benefi ts of a 
higher price.

A lifelong resident of Sullivan County, Malek 
grew up on a farm in Liberty and currently 
resides in Bethel with her husband and two 
sons. A graduate of Marist College, she earned 
her BA in Communications. She founded Malek 
Properties in 1997. She recently served two 
years as president of the Sullivan County Mul-
tiple Listing Service and presently serves as 
the Vice President of the Bethel Business Asso-
ciation. She volunteers her time on numerous 
committees and is a strong supporter of the 
tourism industry in Sullivan County. 

ask the expert

A Conversation with Carol Malek
Preparing for the Sale
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Friday, Oct. 31 
Halloween dance party benefi t 
MILFORD – Dedicated to the late Lorrie Pacich, proceeds to benefi t 
her children at the Muir House, 10 p.m., $5. 570/296-6373. 
Halloween parade 
LIBERTY – Line up at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal parking lot behind 
the Elks Lodge. Costume contest follows with candy, cider and 
donuts. 845/292-7690. 
Halloween theme weekend – thru November 2
CLARYVILLE – Halloween fun for the entire family at Frost Valley 
YMCA, 5 p.m. 845/985-2291, ext. 205. 
‘Misery’ performance – thru November 2
SOUTH FALLSBURG – Psychological drama performance at 
Rivoli Theatre, Oct. 31 & Nov. 1 at 8 p.m.; Nov. 2 at 2 p.m. General 
admission $15, seniors $12, students/children $7. 845/434-7232 
or 435-5336. 
Safe house for trick or treaters 
MONTICELLO – Open to all at the YMCA, 6 to 9:30 p.m. 845/794-
7700, ext. 10975. 
Storytelling & harvest dinner 
HAWLEY – Featuring folklorist Josepha Sherman at The Settlers 
Inn, 7 p.m. $55 includes dinner, tax & gratuities. 570/226-2993. 

Saturday, Nov. 1 
Folk and coal-mining music 
HAWLEY – Hand-clappin’, foot-stompin’ music by Jay Smar. Free, 
registration required. 570-251-6196. 
Haunted carriage rides 
MILFORD – Pike County Historical Society offers horse-drawn 
carriage rides through the streets of Milford Boro. Begins at the 
Columns, 12 noon, $25. 570/296-8126. 
Italian buffet 
GLEN SPEY – Pond Eddy United Methodist Church hosts dinner 
at the Lumberland Town Hall, 4:30 to 7 p.m. Adults $10, 10 and 
under $5, take-out available. 845/856-1129. 
Jay Smar performs folk songs 
HAWLEY – Learn about local history while enjoying music by Jay 
Smar at PPL’s WELC Auditorium, 1:30 to 3 p.m. 570/251-6196. 
Michael Rice performs 
MILFORD – Broadway and cabaret performance at the Muir 
House, 6:30 p.m. 570/296-6373. 
‘Music of Our Time’ 
NARROWSBURG – Concert by area composers at Tusten Theatre, 
7:30 p.m., $12. Tickets 845/252-7272 or information 252-3136. 
Nighttime hike 
CLARYVILLE – A chance for star gazing and watching nocturnal 
animals at Frost Valley YMCA, 6 p.m., free. Registration suggested, 
845/985-2292, ext. 397. 
Poetry of High Point State Park 
NEW JERSEY – Discover poetry’s place in the history of High 
Point State Park while enjoying autumn tea. All ages welcome. 
Limited space, registration required, 973-875-1471. 
Post-Halloween celebration 
LIBERTY – Program of scary satirical fables, food, drink and music 
by Crazy Cat Lady at the Liberty Free Theatre, 7:30 p.m., free. 
845/292-3788. 
Turkey dinner 
JEFFERSONVILLE – First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 4 to 7 
p.m. Adults $10, under 12 $5, take-out available. 845/482-4293 

or 482-3224. 

Sunday, Nov. 2 
Chicken barbecue 
HONESDALE – Texas #4 Fire Company, 12 noon to 3 p.m., $8.50 
drive-through take-out. 570/253-0481. 
Hiking the Catskill high peaks – thru November 7
CLARYVILLE – Eldershostel program: explore the “forever wild” 
forest preserve at Frost Valley YMCA, check-in 4 p.m. 800/454-
5768. 
Pancake breakfast 
LIBERTY – Breakfast at Liberty Masonic Lodge, 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 
845/794-0674. 
‘Poetry in the Gallery’ 
WURTSBORO – Poetry reading series with Frank Boyer at the 

Wurtsboro Art Alliance, 8 p.m., free, donations accepted. 
Pork and sauerkraut dinner 
LIBERTY – A Thrivent event at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Adults & take-out $9, under 12, $5.

Monday, Nov. 3 
Roast beef dinner 
MONTICELLO – Elk’s Lodge, 5 to 7 p.m., $10. 845/794-7274. 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 
Election Day luncheon 
LIVINGSTON MANOR – Chicken and biscuits at Masonic Hall, 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., $7.50, take-out available. 845/439-3938. 
Election Day meals 
WESTBROOKVILLE – Westbrookville Methodist Church, lunch 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., $5; dinner 3:30 to 7:30 p.m., $7 adults, $4 under 12. 
845/754-7902. 
Election Day turkey dinner 
NARROWSBURG – Sponsored by Narrowsburg United Methodist 
Church at the Tusten Town Hall, 4 to 7 p.m., buffet style. Adults 
$10, under 10 $5. 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 
Turkey dinner 
LIBERTY – Dinner with all the fi xings, dessert and one beverage at 
Liberty Elks Lodge #1545, 5 to 7 p.m. Adults/take-out $9, age 5-11 
$5, under 5 free. Public invited. 845/292-3434. 

Saturday, Nov. 8 
Church fair 
PORT JERVIS – White elephant sale, bake sale, activities, 
merchandise and food at Drew United Methodist Church, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 845/856-3423. 
Craft fair and bake sale 
DAMASCUS – Damascus Community Center, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Refreshments available. 570/729-8320 or 224-6671. 
Spaghetti and meatball dinner 
ELDRED – Sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 102 at the Eldred Town 
Hall, 4:30 to 7 p.m. Adults $8, under 8 $4, take-out available. 
845/856-1873. 

Sunday, Nov. 9 
Eric Barsness and Joe Hannan perform 
NARROWSBURG – Tusten Theatre, 2 p.m. 
‘Hear ‘Em’ acoustic storytelling event 
WAVERLY – Roy Book Binder performs, 7:30 p.m. Workshop prior 
to performance, reservations required, $20 in advance, $25 at 
door. Waverly Community House, 888/800-POCO. 

Thursday, Nov. 13 
Twilight walk for children ages 6-10 
NEW JERSEY – Walk in the twilight and watch the rising full moon 
at High Point State Park, 4 to 5:30 p.m. Registration required, 
973/875-1471. 

Saturday, Nov. 15 
Craft fair and fl ea market 
DINGMANS FERRY – Rain or shine, Camp Spears Eljibar, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Raffl es and lunch available. 570/828-2329. 

Friday, Nov. 21 
Quilting weekend – thru November 23
CLARYVILLE – Variety of quilting classes by renowned instructors 
at Frost Valley YMCA. 845/985-2291, ext. 205. 

Saturday, Nov. 22 
Fall craft workshop 
LIBERTY – Explore new mediums and fi ne tune skills at Gerald 
J. Skoda Extension Education Center, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, $5. 
845/292-6180. 
Gingerbread house competition 
LIBERTY – All ages are invited to construct and enter original 
gingerbread structures at the Liberty Museum & Arts Center for 
awards and prizes. Pre-registration required, 845/292-5242. 
Holiday bazaar 
MATAMORAS – Craft vendors, bake sale, fl ea market, food 
concessions at St. Joseph’s Church, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Photos with 
Santa & Mrs. Claus 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Vendors needed. 570/296-
5376. 

Sunday, Nov. 23 
All-you-can-eat breakfast 
CLARYVILLE – Pancakes, eggs, French toast, sausage, hash 
browns at Claryville Volunteer Fire Department, 7 a.m. to noon. 
Adults $7, children 5-11 years $3, under 5 free. 845/985-7270. 

Saturday, Nov. 29 
Museum holiday open house 
HONESDALE – Open house at the Wayne County Historical 
Society Main Museum, 4 to 7 p.m. 570/253-3240. 

Saturday, Dec. 6 
Bronx Opera performs 
CLARYVILLE – Winter concert at Frost Valley YMCA’s Forstmann 
Castle, 8 p.m. Open to the public, $10, doors open 7:15 p.m. 
845/985-2291, ext. 205. 
Choral society concert 
MILFORD – Pike County Choral Society performs at the United 
Methodist Church, 7 p.m., $10. 570/775-9436. 

Ongoing
Acting workshop for adults 
MILFORD – “On-Camera” acting workshop every Friday at the 
Biondo Community Room, 6 to 7 p.m. 570/686-4064 or 917/902-
4172. 
Adult book discussion 
PORT JERVIS – Every third Wednesday of the month at the Port 
Jervis Free Library, 7 p.m., refreshments. 845/856-7313. 
Book sale 
ROSCOE – Roscoe Free Library, Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 1 to 5 p.m.; Tuesdays 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 607/498-5574. 
Calder House Museum open 
EQUINUNK – Museum open by appointment. 570/224-6722. 
Creative Arts Center classes 
MILFORD – Art, acting, set and costume design classes for ages 
6 to 14 every Saturday. 570/296-8408. 
Dorfl inger Glass Museum open 
WHITE MILLS – Open to the public, Wednesday-Sunday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Sunday 1 to 4 p.m. 570/253-1185. 
Green Drinks chapter meets 
MILFORD – Fourth Friday of the month at the Hotel Fauchere, 5 to 
7 p.m. 570/409-1212. 
Grey Towers tours 
MILFORD – Open weekends through November, tours at 1 and 3 
p.m. of all three fl oors. 570/296-9630. 
Life class 
LIVINGSTON MANOR – Artists get together to work in all 
mediums, all levels welcome, live model supplied. Saturdays 9 
a.m. to 12 noon on 10/25, 11/22 & 12/20; Mondays 6 to 9 p.m. on 
11/3 & 12/8 at CAS Arts Center, $15 members, $20 non-members. 
Registration required, 845/436-4227. 
Museum at Bethel Woods open 
BETHEL – Open to thru January: call 845/583-2079 for tickets and 
winter hours.
Neversink Valley Area Museum open 
CUDDEBACKVILLE – Thursday-Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. and by 
appointment through the end of October. 845/754-8870. 
Renewable energy workshop 
CALLICOON CENTER – Every second Saturday through 
December at Apple Pond Farm, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 845/482-4764. 
Study and meditation session 
GLEN SPEY – Sunday morning service dedicated to creating 
a more peaceful world by developing inner peace at Kadampa 
Meditation Center, 10:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Everyone welcome. 
845/856-9000. 

area & holiday HAPPENINGS
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APPLEAPPLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

STOP CLEANING YOUR GUTTERS!
Let us install leaf-proof gutter guards.

Call us today 570-775-7611

APPLE
HOME IMPROVEMENT

We also install: WINDOWS • SIDING • ROOFING

S T Y L I S H  H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S  F O R  L E S S
UPPER DELAWARE FURNITURE

ASMUSSEN’SR

Style. Function. 
Harmony.

Open Monday - Saturday 9-5, Open Thursday until 7
90 Main Street, Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Phone: 845-252-3901

21 Lower Main Street
PO Box 335
Callicoon, NY
845-887-5640
www.fredarealty.com
email:tom@fredarealty.com Real Estate Inc.

SM

Upper Delaware Country Properties

MLS # 23921  Quaint Farmhouse on 9 acres 
with 2 car garage with heated studio/guest quarters 
above. Barn & gardens. Lovely wraparound porch 
$ 229,000

MLS # 23093   1900’s School House! Step back 
in time with this lovely restored/renovated school 
house. Original bell and some windows. Stone patio, 
screened porch overlooking country views. Pond—
 $ 279,000

offers a variety of options
to serve EVERY need...
Solar Hot Water • Solar Electric
Radiant Floors • Energy Audits

Geothermal Systems • Year-Round Heat Pumps
Gasi  cation Wood Boilers
Outdoor Wood Furnaces

Wind Powered Generators
Insulation Tune-Ups • Crawl Space Overhauls

845-887-4200

Renewable
Energy Solutions

Looking for answers
to your energy needs?

CUSTOM INGROUND POOLS
VINYL LINER SPECIALISTS
OPENINGS & CLOSINGS
WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
PATIOS & DECKS
PUMPS, FILTERS & HEATERS
SARATOGA SPAS
SPA/HOT TUB SERVICE
 (ALL MAKES & MODELS)

YOUNGSVILLE, NY 

845-482-4646
www.ClearRitePools.com

Clear-Rite Pools & Spas Inc.

“Waterfront Property in
Your Own Backyard”

Plaisirs du Jardin

An Establishiment of Garden Delights

845-856-6330
31 Jersey Ave., Port Jervis, NY 12771

Unique Holiday Gifts



Nestled in the northeast Pocono Mountains lake region
800.WOODLOCH/966.3562     www.WOODLOCH.com

“ONE OF THE WORLD’S BEST
ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORTS!”

~FAMILY CIRCLE MAGAZINE

AN AWARD WINNING RESORT & CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE

Join us for Dinner & Show!

Why travel far when your best vacation

value is so close to home...

GOLF
MEMBERSHIPS

SPORTS 
COMPLEX

MEMBERSHIPS
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